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PREFACE 


This book is not a treatise on ecclesiastical law in 
general, but as its title indicates, is an analysis and 
summary of the rules and usages of the Free Meth- 
odist Church as embodied in the Book of Discipline, 

and is published by order of the General Conference 
of 1898. It was revised in 1907 and is again revised 
after the General Conference of 1923. It will meet 
a long felt need, especially among the younger 
- preachers in the church. The volume was originally 
the result of careful research on the part of Bishop 
Jones, and has been carefully revised by the pres- 
ent board of bishops. It is sent out with the hope 
that it will prove a great help to all who are charged 
with the duty of administering the Discipline of the 
church. The younger preachers especially should 
- give the book careful perusal and study. 
: WALTER A. SELLEW, 
WILLIAM PEARCE. 
WILLIAM H. CLARK, 
Davin 8S. WARNER. 
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A DIGEST OF * laeecena 
FREE METHODIST LAW. nh 

CHAPTER I ye ae 
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP F 


“The visible church of Christ is a congrega- 


tion of pure men, in which the pure word of God is > 

\ _ preached and the sacraments duly administered, ac- 

cording to Christ’s ordinance, in all these things om 

that of necessity are requisite to the same.’ Tee 
42. The Free Methodist Church is a legitimate 

pranch of the Church of Christ, organized at Pekin, 

New York, in 1860, having “rules and regulations” 

‘for the government of its members. 

It is the duty of the preachers having charge 

of the circuits to “receive and dismiss members ac- 

cording to the Discipline.” Class leaders are not 

authorized to receive persons either on trial or into 

full connection, without authority from the preacher 


I. RECEIVING PROBATIONERS 


q4. Great care should be exercised in taking 
persons into the church on trial. Those who wish 
to join on trial are required to give affirmative an- 

- swers to the following questions: “1. Have you the 


[9] 
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assurance of sins forgiven? 2. Do you consent to 
be governed by our general rules?” There is no pro- 
vision for receiving on probation those who do. not 
profess conversion. 

715. The minimum period of probation is six 
months, but the official board may extend the pro- 
bation whenever they may deem it advisable. 

{.6.. Care should be taken that reputable and sin- 
cere probationers who are not ready for all the con- 
ditions of full membership be not discontinued too 
hastily. It is sometimes expedient to continue the 
term of probation for more than six months. 

17. The purposes of probation are to give oppor- 
tunity for religious training and development, and 
to become established in Christian character and- 
thoroughly acquainted with the rules and require- 
ments of the Discipline before entering into full. 
covenant relation with the church. A chureh rela- 
tion is so intimate, and its obligations are so sacred — 
that none should enter into it unless they believe it 
will be for the glory of God and the good of their 
souls. The probation should continue until both par- 
ties are satisfied that the fellowship, when formed, | 
will be hearty, sincere and affectionate. The Disci- 
pline says, “It is of the greatest importance that 
those who come into this organization be of one 
heart and one mind.” 

1S. Members on probation are entitled to the 
means of grace and to all the helps and restraints 
that such a relation involves, but are not entitled to 
hold official relation, as steward, class leader, ex- 
horter, local preacher or evangelist. 

19. In the formation of new societies or in other 
‘special cases, it may be necessary for a probationer 
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_ to act as class leader, steward or Sunday-school su-- 
perintendent, but in no case can a probationer be a 
member of an official body. 

410. A probationer can not be arraigned before 


the church on a Dill of charges. If he becomes dis- 


_ orderly, his name is dropped from the record. The 


i. preacher in charge may drop the name of a proba- 


tioner; yet, in most instances, it is wiser to present 
the case to the official board and be governed by its 
action. 


Il. RECEPTION INTO FULL MEMBERSHIP 


911. Being aware of the evils that grow out of 
the union of the church and the world the framers 
of the Discipline have sought to bar the door of the © 


- church against all who do not give evidence of be- 





ing in earnest to gain heaven by ining up to the re- 
- quirements of the Bible. 

712. Seven questions relating to Christian ex- 
perience, separation from the world, practical godli- 
ness and church government must be answered 
ee affirmatively hy ali who are admitted to full mem- 

_ bership. 

413. \The Free Methodist Church is distinctively 
a holiness church. ‘The experience of entire sancti- 
fication is made prominent. None can be received 
into full membership until they affirmatively an- 
swer the following question: “Have you that per- 
fect love which casteth out fear?’ If not, will you 
diligently seek until you obtain it?’ There must be 
harmony and unity among us on this central doc- 
trine of the Christian religion. 

714. No one is eligible to full membership until 
he has been baptized. Persons baptized in infancy 
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are required to assent publicly to the baptismal 
covenant... Pastors should give this matter careful 
attention. Failure to ask these questions as given 
in paragraph 342* of the Discipline would not invali- 
date the membership of the person so received, but 
it would make the pastor liable to a charge of mal- 
administration of Discipline, according to para- 
graph 17 of this Digest. 

415. The consent of three-fourths of the mem- 
bers present at a society meeting is necessary to ad- 
mit a person to full membership. Should it be 
known that there are objections to the reception of 
a candidate, the case should be postponed and such 
measures adopted as will secure the peace and 
purity of the church. 

716. Persons from other denominations may be 
received into full membership by formally accept-, 
ing our doctrines and Discipline. The rule govern- 
ing such cases is, “Any person in good standing in 
any evangelical church may be received into full 
connection upon his meeting the other requirements. 
of paragraph 75 of the Discipline without his having 
been on probation in our church.” ‘This rule does 
not make it indispensable that the applicant for 
membership present a church letter. It frequently 
occurs that a person who desires to unite with us 
can not obtain a church letter, hence it is only nec- 
essary that the society be satisfied as to the stand- 
ing of the applicant, that he is without reproach, 
and that satisfactory answers are given to the ques- 
tions proposed to those who join in full connection. 

(17. If a preacher in charge. receives a person 


“All references to the Discipline are to the edition of 1923. 
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into the church contrary to Discipline, the person so 


received can not be dispossessed of his membership | 


on that ground alone. The preacher who receives 
_ a member contrary to Discipline is chargeable with 
} -maladministr ation. 

418. If a member withdraws under censure or is 
expelled, it would be maladministration to receive 
such a person into any society before satisfaction 
has been given to the society which arraigned him. 

See Discipline of 1923, 7182(8). 

419. Writers on ecclesiastical law generally agree 
that should such person go elsewhere and obtain 
membership in the Free Methodist Church, such ac- 
tion would be considered fraudulent and on proof 

thereof he could be expelled. A person obtaining 
membership by fraud or misrepresentation of any 
kind may be expelled on proof of the same. 


Ill. RECEIVING LETTERS 


720. Members removing from one charge to an- 
other are provided with certificates of membership 


as evidence of the fact that they are members of the 


- Free Methodist Church. 

~ 421. In receiving members on Sapate from an- 
other Free Methodist society it is customary for the 

pastor to read the cer tificate before the society 
where it is to be deposited. No vote is required in 
such cases, as no pastor or society is at liberty to re- 
ject a properly authorized certificate when presented 


by a member living within the bounds of the society 


to which it is offered. If it be known that the per- 
son presenting the certificate is guilty of unchristian 


conduct, the pastor is warranted in postponing the 
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reading of the certificate for a week or two in order 
that an_adjustment may be made, but if the person 
holding the certificate insists upon its reception, the 
certificate must be received, and then the person 
should be required to answer for the alleged miscon- 


duct according to the provisions of the Discipline in 


such cases. 
{ 22. A person removing his residence from one 


charge to another should remove his membership, +H 


but may, for sufficient reasons, allow his member- 
ship to remain, ; 


IV. GIVING LETTERS 


{ 23. The Discipline provides that “Hyery mem- 


_ber of our church in good standing, removing to an- 


other circuit, or desirous of uniting with any other 
evangelical church, is entitled to a certificate of his 
good standing.” 

{ 24. Before giving a certificate the pastor has a 
right to know what use is to be made of it. A mem- 
ber is not entitled to a certificate except where ac- 
tual removal to another circuit is intended. 

4 25. A desire to avoid responsibility or dissatis- 


o 


faction with the existing state of things is not suf- — 


ficient reason for demanding or giving a church let- 
ter. The law in the case reads, “No person who 
wishes to leave our society, without uniting with 
any other society or church, is entitled to a certif- 
icate of membership.” Discipline of 1923, 779(4). 

{ 26. Should there be complaints against the ap- 
plicant for a church letter or rumors detrimental to 
his character, the certificate should be withheld un- 
til investigation can be made. ‘In such a case the 
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& 
applicant is entitled to a speedy trial or to a certif-_ 
icate. 
927. A person holding a certificate is still a 
member of the church and amenable to the circuit 
from which the certificate was taken. After the cer- 
tificate has been received on another circuit, his re- 
lation to the former circuit shall cease, and he shall 
_ be responsible for his conduct during the time he 
held the certificate to the cones which he shall 
have joined. 

428. The Discipline limits the life of a certif- 
icate to one year, but it may be renewed from time 
to time by the pastor of the society from which it 

_ was taken. 

4 29. In case a certificate is permitted to Sta 
the holder’s membership remains in the socieny by 
which the letter was given. 

430. A member can not participate in the busi- 
ness of a society meeting, an official board, or a 
quarterly conference while holding his certificate of 
membership, neither can he hold office in the church. 

“931. A certificate given to a member who wishes \ 
to unite with some other evangelical church simply | 
states that the bearer has been an acceptable mem- | 
ber. His membership in the Free Methodist Church 
ceases when such certificate is given. Such person | 
wishing to return to the church may be reinstated | 
by vote of the society on return of such certificate — 
within one year. 


Vv. WITHDRAWALS 


432. Church relation, although based upon the 
: most solemn covenant obligation, is voluntary, and 





a. 





( 
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! } 49 
may be dissolved upon due notice to the proper 
authorities, with the consent of the body to which 
he_belongs. Dissatisfaction with the doctrines or 
polity of a church may be sufficient reason for dis- 
solving one’s relation with such church. No mem- 
ber, however, can claim the right to withdraw who 
has not discharged his obligations to the church. 

733. A member wishing to withdraw must pre 
sent his withdrawal to the preacher in charge, who 
has authority to accept such withdrawal, providing 
no complaints have been made against the applicant, 
subject to the approval of the official board; and if 
the person withdrawing be a local preacher or a li- 
censed evangelist or a deaconess, credentials certify- 
ing to such relation should be surrendered. 

{ 34. If a member in good standing persists in 
the determination to withdraw, the church must 
give its consent. er 

{ 35. The Discipline makes no provision for giy- 
ing certificates to persons wishing to withdraw from 
the church. A letter may be given showing that the 
party withdrew and was in good standing when 
such letter was given, but such letter can not be 
used to gain membership in another charge, or to 
regain membership in the society from which the 
party withdrew. It is an actual withdrawal and 
membership can not be lawfully regained except by 
joining on trial. If, however, the person so with- 
drawing shall make a request to reunite with the 
church within one year from the date of withdrawal, 
he may be reinstated upon recommendation of the 
official board by a three-fourths vote of the society 
from which he withdrew, 

736. A person wishing to withdraw from mem- 


ty 





‘ 
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bership should do so in writing. If a member 
makes application to withdraw, and before official: 


action is taken in the case, expresses a desire to 
withdraw his request and remain in the church, he 
may be permitted to do so. But such a privilege, if 
granted, should be regarded as a favor, rather than 
a right to which the applicant is entitled. 
_ ~~ {37. No aecused member has the right to with- 
draw without the consent of the body to which he 
is responsible. The civil law will protect the au- 
thorities of the church in expelling a member who 


- has violated his church covenant, even though he 


4 should declare himself withdrawn from the juris- 
diction of the church, provided their action be ac- 
_ cording to the rules of the church. The church must 
- decide when its purity and the maintenance of 
wholesome discipline require the expulsion of disor- 
derly members. 

438. A member can not be pronounced with- 
drawn without his consent. The right of trial by 
an impartial committee, and of an appeal, is the 
constitutional right of every member of the Free 
Methodist Church. Special provision is made, how- 
ever, that in case members living at a great distance 
from where they hold their membership fail to re- 
- port to their leader or pastor their -spiritual condi- 
‘tion, or refuse or neglect to pay their conference 
‘claims, they may at the end of one year be recorded 
on the register as “Removed without letter.” If 
such person afterward claims his membership, it 
may be restored by a majority vote of the official 
board. 
4389. When a traveling preacher wishes to with- 
draw from the conference and the church, he must 
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present his request. for withdrawal to the body to 
which he is amenable. 

7 40.. If during the intervals of an annual con- 
ference a minister gives notice to the district elder, 
or the bishop having jurisdiction in the case, of his 
withdrawal, the final determination of the case shall 
rest with the annual conference. 

(41. The following special provision has been 
made by the General Conference: “When satisfac- 
tory evidence shall have been received that a confer- 
ence minister has united with another denomination, 
without having requested or received from our 
church proper credentials of withdrawal, he may be 
declared withdrawn by a majority vote of the con- 
ference. See paragraph 154 of the Discipline of 1923. 














CHAPTER II 
OFFICIAL BODIES 


I. THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 


442. The first General Conference of the Free 
Methodist Church was held in October, 1862, at St. 


ee Illinois. Ae acneral coe is the 


"ane Poona: to make ‘Tales and fegulabiane: for the 
church. It holds its sessions quadrennially and is 


composed of the bishops and an equal number of 


any 


ministerial and lay delegates elected according to 
the provisions of the Discipline. 
943. The constitution of the General Conference 


includes the “Articles of Religion,” the “General 
Rules,” together with a general statement of the or- — 


ganization of the several governing bodies of the de- 


- nomination contained in paragraphs 47-62, inclusive, 
‘of the Discipline of 1923. 


444. When convened and organized under this 


constitution the General Conference has full power 


to make “rules and regulations” for the Free Meth- 
odist Church, subject only to the three “limitations 
and restrictions” of paragraph 97 of the Discipline. 
The first two of these restrictions may be changed 
by the concurrent vote of two-thirds of the general 
conference and three-fourths of all the members of 
the several annual conferences.. The third restric- 
[19] 
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tion relates to the right of ministers and members to- 
trial by an impartial committee, and of an appeal 
and can not be changed. 

445. In addition to making “rules and regula- 
tions” for the church, it is the work of the General — 
Conference to elect one or more bishops, a secretary, 
an editor of the Free Methodist, an editor of our 
Sunday-school literature, a secretary for the general 
missionary board, a Sunday-school secretary, a trea- 
surer for all church funds, a publishing agent and 
an educational secretary. It may elect one or more — 
general evangelists. It may also elect a missionary — 
bishop or bishops. It also appoints the members of | 
the board of trustees according to paragraph 383 of 
the Discipline. It also appoints the members of the 
executive committee, and of the boards of the sey- 
eral departments of church work, and determines 
the scope of their operations ; fixes the boundaries 
of the several annual conferences; reviews the ad- 
ministration of the bishops and the work of the an- 
nual conferences and of the executive committee, 
and does whatever becomes necessary within its 
powers to insure efficiency in all the departments of 
/ church work. 

{ 46.- The bishops preside in turn at the General 
Conference, usually in the order of their seniority. 
In case no bishop be present, the General Confer- 
‘ence elects, by ballot, an elder as president pro tem. 





747. As president a bishop can not decide law 


questions in the General Conference. It is the duty 
of a legislative body to define its own laws. The 
presiding officer can decide parliamentary questions, 
subject to an appeal to the deliberative body. 

{ 48. The law of the church As that “a delegate 
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is not a member of an annual or a General Confer- — 
ence until he is present, and has presented his cre- 
dentials.” 

749. In the ordinary business of a general-or an-| 
nual conférence, the ministers and laymen deliberate 
and vote as one body; but at the call of a majority 
" of all the members present and voting, the house 

shall divide, and the ministers and laymen vote sep- 
arately; and it then requires a majority of both 
branches to constitute a vote of the conference. 

750. Women as well as men are eligible as lay, 
delegates to both the general and annual confer- 
ences. 

9 51.. The secretary of a general or an annual 
conference is the proper custodian of all the papers 
belonging to the conference, and holds his office un- 

til his successor is elected. : 

952. It requires two-thirds of all the delegates 
- elected. by the annual conferences to constitute a 

quorum in the general conference, but a smaller 





Bp number may adjourn from time to time. 





I. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Siena. “The executive committee is composed of the 
bishops and one traveling elder and one layman 


'- elected by the General Conference from each of its 


General Conference districts. Its powers are deter- 
mined by the constitution. 

754. This committee holds annual sessions; and — 
whenever the bishops or one-third of the: committee 
deem it necessary, an extra session may be called. 
It requires a majority of the members elected to 
constitute a quorum for transacting business. 


\ 
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755. The presiding officer is elected by the com- 


mittee from its own members. The senior bishop is 
usually elected. 


56. The executive committee is the highest au- 


thority in the church during the intervals of the 
General Conference. It is a court of appeals to 
which traveling preachers may appeal from the de- 
cision of an annual conference. ; 


157. The éxecutive committee has power to fill . 
all vacancies that may occur during the interim of 
the General Conference sessions, either in its own 
body or in any of the General Conference elective 
offices. In case of a vacancy in the Superintendency _ 


in the intervals of General Conference it is the duty 
of this committee to meet and fill such vacancy, but 


if such vacancy shall occur after the last annual — 
Meeting of the executive committee in the quadren- — 


nium, such election may be postponed until the ses- 
sion of the next General Conference. It may also 


elect an assistant publishing agent. It decides ques- 


tions of law referred to it; apportions the salaries 
of the bishops to the several annual conferences and 
fixes the time of raising the same; settles questions 
of boundaries that arise; and takes the oversight of 
the publishing interests of the church, subject to the 
regulations of the General Conference. ‘ 
158. No new conference can be organized in the 
intervals of the General Conference without the con- 
sent of the executive committee. 

159. When this committee actS as an appellate 
court, one of the bishops must preside, and eight 
members constitute a quorum. 





{ 60. The executive committee acts officially only 
when it acts in an organized capacity. The personal 


~ 








‘ action of individual members of the committed can_ 
not bind the committee or determine for it a policy. 
@ When the authority of the committee is required, it 
can be exercised only by official action at a regularly 
- called meeting of the committee. fi 


Til, ANNUAL CONFERENCES 


961. ~The annual conferences are composed of 
all the ministers in full connection within their re- 


spective bounds, and of lay delegates elected by the — 


several circuits, and women evangelists according to 
- disciplinary provision. See paragraph 172 (4) of the 
Discipline of 1923. 
762. Women are eligible as delegates to the an- 
nual conferences. The Discipline now provides that 
women may be received into the traveling connec- 


_ tion and ordained deacons on the same conditions as_ 
men, only they are received from the relation of — 


evangelists instead of from that of local preachers. 
_ They can not be elected to elder’s orders. See Dis- 
-eipline of 1923, paragraph 120. . 
463. Preachers on trial are required to attend 


‘the annual conference, make their reports and un- — 
' dergo the required examinations, but have no voice 


or vote in the proceedings. They should:be counted 
- in the basis of aera ny to the General Con- 
ference. 


464. Preachers on trial receive their authority 


ote preach from the annual conference, and are 


amenable to that body for their official actions. For 


their moral and Christian conduct they are amena- 
ble to the quarterly conference within the bounds 
~ of which they travel, 


OFFICIAL BOIS | eo, 1eBNe 








24 A DIGEST OF FREE METHODIST LAW 

4 65. As soon as a preacher is admitted into full 
connection his name should be placed on the roll, as ‘ 
he is then entitled to a voice and vote on all ques- 
tions coming before the conference. 

{ 66. The bishops meet annually and plan their 
schedule of conference visitations for one year in 
advance. They arrange the conferences in groups 
with a view to presiding in alternate order over the 
same, thereby providing for each bishop to visit all 
the conferences at least once during the quadren- 
nium. If in any way a bishop is hindered from be- 
ing present, the conference elects an elder from its 
number, by ballot, to preside, unless the bishop has 
appointed an elder to preside in his place. The pres- 
ident decides all questions of law that arise, subject 
to appeal to the next General Conference. : 

{ 67. A bishop has no right to make a motion or 
to vote in any annual conference, except the one in 
which he holds his membership. 

168. To acquire membership in an annual con- 


ference a preacher must be a local preacher, or an 


evangelist regularly licensed, must be recommended 
by the quarterly conference, serve two years on 
trial, and pass satisfactory examination in the 
course of study prescribed by the General Confer- 
ence. No conference has any authority to excuse 
any preacher from passing any part of the course of 
study except as provided for in paragraph 150, Dis- 
cipline of 1923. 

(69. Traveling preachers hold their ehurch mem- 
bership in the annual conference, which body has 
original jurisdiction in all cases of complaint or ac- 
cusation against preachers in full connection there- 
_ in. -It also has appellate jurisdiction in case of lo- “3 
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fon cal preachers, preachers on trial and all others who : 


have been tried by the quarterly conference. 
470. Properly accredited ministers from other 


; orthodox churches may be received: into full con- 


“nection in the traveling ministry, according to the 
provisions of the Discipline. Such ministers should 
not be received into full connection in the confer- 


5 ence on their ordination papers alone. These may 


be- many years old and possibly may have been for- 
feited. Such ministers should have, in addition to 


a these or a certificate of their ordination, a letter of 
dismissal or some other paper, showing them to 


- have been in good standing at the time of their leay- 
ing the denomination to which they formerly be- 
Jonged. If without such papers, they must be regu- 

larly recommended by a quarterly conference and 


received on trial according to our usages. 


9 71. Preachers who have left our church and 


have joined another denomination and have been e 


permitted to retain their ordination parchments 
given them by us, can not under any circumstances 


be received back into an annual conference on such 


ordination papers alone. 

772. In voting on constitutional changes. the 
members of an annual conference vote as individ- 
uals, and each vote is counted. The Discipline re- 


- quires three-fourths of the aggregate vote of all the 


-Imembers of all the annual conferences, who shall be 
present and vote, to carry a proposed change. 
{ 73. The appointments of the preachers are made 


by the stationing committee, composed of the dis-— 


triet elders and an equal number of laymen to be 
elected by ballot the first day of the session, together 
‘with the president of the conference, who presides 
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at the meetings of the committee and has a casting 
_ vote. If for any reason a district elder is not able 


to serve on the stationing committee, the conference 
must elect an elder to serve in his place. i 
. (74. No person who is recommended to the an- 


nual conference to be received on trial, or a supply, — 
‘though acting as delegate, is eligible to serve on the 


stationing committee. 
‘| 75. It is the duty of this committee to give an 


appointment to every preacher in full connection or. Ag } 
on trial in the conference, who is not in office DY aaa 


election of General Conference, or on the supernu- — 
merary or superannuated list. When a preacher re- i 


“fuses to serve a charge to which he may have been a 
appointed by an annual conference, he can not be: 


appointed to any other work, either by an annual 
conference or by a district elder, without the consent 
of the district elder of the charge which he refused 
to serve. A conference may, upon the unanimous 
recommendation of the stationing committee, leave a 
preacher without an appointment. Any preacher so 


left for two years in succession, may be located byes 4 
vote of the annual conference. When thus located, - 


the stationing committee must fix the place of his 


membership. It is not in harmony with the Disci- — : 


pline to leave a preacher without an appointment at 
his ae or in any other way except as above pro- 
vided. 

176. The pastoral term is limited to three years 
except in the case of appointments among tome 
speaking or colored people. 

177. When local preachers are employed in the 
pastoral work, the law of limitation applies to 
them ; and the limitation upon the appointing power — 








applies to the district elders as well as to the sta- 


‘a 





tioning committee. Appointments outside the reg- 


- ular charges can be made only by vote of conference. 


478. An annual conference preacher may be ap- ; 


pointed by his conference as evangelist, either by di- 


, rect vote of the conference or by the stationing com- 


‘ 


“mittee, but no preacher should be so appointed who 


does not intend to give his whole time to evangelistic 
labors. 
7 79.. A preacher may be appointed to a circuit 


without having charge of the same, in which case 


g the administration devolves upon the district elder 


: and the official board. When an appointment is so 
% made, it must be stated in the" ‘appointments that 


bs it is made under paragraph 118 of Discipline of 


Ci 


7228. 
4 80. A preacher’ s relation as a supernumerary 


is fixed by the conference, on recommendation from 
: the stationing committee. A preacher may be given. 
a superannuated relation by vote of the coneevente 
only on recommendation of the committee on ‘‘claim- 
- ants and claims” appointed by the. conference, as 
provided by the Discipline, and when so made su- 


- perannuated, he can not be made effective except by 
_ his annual conference. It is also the duty of this 
_ committee to estimate the amount necessary for the 
~ support of all the claimants from year to year, sub- 
ject to the approval of the conference. This appro- 
priation for such support must be made according 
to the provisions of paragraphs Pps, 223, 224 and 
225, Discipline of 1928. 

81. Supernumerary and ea arched 
ers possess all the rights and prerogatives of an 


‘effective preacher in the annual conference, and are 
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entitled to a seat in the quarterly conference as de- 
termined by the stationing committee. 


782. If a preacher in good standing in an an- 


nual conference demands a location, the conference 
must grant it to him. When a preacher is located 
he is entitled to a certificate of location signed by 
the president and secretary of the conference, such 
location to take effect at the final adjournment of 
the conference session. 

183. In case a preacher is located, or discon- 
tinued by. an annual conference, the stationing com- 
mittee fixes the place of his membership. When an 


unordained preacher is located by his annual confer- 


ence, he shall sustain the relation of a local preacher 
until the next session of the quarterly conference. 


{ 84. A preacher who has been located at his Own 3 


request may be admitted to his former standing in 
any conference by majority vote of the same. If lo- 
cated without his consent he may be readmitted to 
his former standing in the conference by which he 
was located, at the option of a majority of said con- 
ference. : 

{ 85. The president of an annual conference has 
the right to decline to entertain a motion, resolution 
or report, which, in his judgment, does not relate 
to the proper business of the conference, or which, 


if passed, would be a violation of the Discipline. 


This rule also applies to the president of a quarter- 
ly conference.. Such decisions are ‘subject to an ap- 
peal according to Discipline. 

186. To avoid the confusion that might otherwise 
arise, the General Conference has decided that 
“when one of the bishops has rendered a decision on 
_ any point of law in any annual conference, in a case 
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which grows out of the conference proceedings, such — 
decision shall be the rule in the case, until reversed 
by the General Conference.” 
487. The General Conference of 1907 provided 
that in case a bishop shall decide, upon .a point of 
law in an annual conference, which ,does not grow 
- out of the conference proceedings, his decision shall 
~ not be binding upon the other bishops unless they 
are notified that at least two of them have approved 
of such decision in writing. 

q 88. Annual conference reports and resolutions 
are not the law of the church, and a minister or 
member can not be held to trial for the violation of 


' such reports and resolutions. 


89. The secretary of an annual conference is 
the proper custodian of the journal and all impor- 
tant papers belonging to the conference, and holds 
his office until his successor is elected. 

790. A secretary has no right to insert anything 
in the conference records but actual conference busi- 
ness. : 

791. The conference year begins at the final ad- \ 
journment of the annual conference session, and 
continues until the adjournment of the next ensuing 
annual conference. 


Iv. THE CANADIAN CONFERENCES 


792. The General Conference of 1923 authorized 
the granting of some special privileges in our de- 
nominational relation to the Canadian conferences, 
some of which are as follows: 

1. They were granted the privilege of electing a 
Canadian Executive Board, consisting of one minis- 


‘ 
ey 
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ter’ and one layman elected by ballot from each of 
the annual conferences, to manage some of the local j 
affairs of these conferences. This board is permitted 


to retain and administer all assessed claims ordered 
by the General Conference, except bishops’ salaries 
and expenses _ connected with the General Confer- 


ence. It also waives all claim on the funds of the 
church raised for claimants, general missions, — 





eo 
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church extension, permanent fund, and church and 


parsonage aid, except as mentioned below. They 5\) 
are also permitted to retain and administer all funds © 


raised within Canada for educational purposes and 
for the special stewardship fund. 


2. The church in the United States assumes the — 
payment of the superannuated claims of those- 
preachers in Canada who are now on the superan- — 
nuated list. They also assume the payment for the — 


first two preachers who shall be superannuated by 


any of the Canadian conferences, After that ‘the Ca-,— 


nadian Executive Board assumes payment for all 
their own superannuates. Any preachers moving 
from one country to the other shall receive their su- 


. perannuated claim from each country in propery 


to the time served in each. 
3. The Canadian Board shall be entitled to a 


share of the profits of the Publishing House business — 


in proportion to the business they furnish. 
4. The Canadian Hxecutive are entitled to repay- 


ment of whatever they may have ‘paid into the per- — 


manent fund. This amount has been paid, amount- 
ing to $1,555.85. 

5. The Alberta Conference, by vote of said con- 
ference, is not subject to any of the above except 
No. 1. 
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_Y. THE SOUTH AFRICA MISSION CONFERENCE 


793. This conference was organized in 1905, aie y 


cording to the joint action of the Executive Com- 


mittee and the Missionary Board. It was _organ- 
ized and still continues as a mission conference. It 


has all the rights, privileges and prerogatives of an 
- ordinary annual conference with the following ex- 
. ceptions: 


og a All missionaries who may be members of ait 


_ are under the general direction of the Missionary 


- Board and of the Missionary Secretary, as provided © 
for in the Discipline. 


2. It can not originate or consider requests for 
appropriations from the funds of the Missionary 
Board. It can not elect delegates to the General 


a Conference, nor vote on constitutional changes. 


3. In addition to the ministers and laymen who 


regularly constitute an annual conference, it has a 


class of members, designated as “Acting Missionary 


ae Members,” consisting of all missionaries on the field 





(male or female) who hold credentials from the 
missionary board, and who shall have been on the 
field two years and have passed a satisfactory '\ex- 


amination in the required course of study. 


4. The lay members of the stationing committee | 
must be missionary laymen (not natives), and must 
be elected by the missionaries in a separate meeting, 
held apart from the conference. At this separate 


“meeting, the missionaries must also elect the dis- 


trict elders and also make requests for appropria- 
tions from the funds of the missionary board. 
5. Its affairs are managed during the intervals ° 


of its sessions by an executive committee consisting 
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of the president, secretary and the district elders or 
superintendents of the conference. 


VI. JAPAN MISSION CONFERENCE 


994. 1. The organization of this conference was 
_ authorized by the General Conference of 1923. There 
are three classes of members. 1. Missionaries and 


Japanese preachers who were, at the time of its or- 


ganization, members of some annual conference. 2. 
Lay members, elected according to the Discipline. 
3. Honorary members, consisting of all missionaries 


in Japan who are members of the “Mission” in full 


membership. 

2. There are four classes of churches. 1. Self- 
supporting. 2. Aided. 38. Probationary. 4. Mission. 
Each of these has a separate relation to the work 


eo 
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and to the “Mission,” fully described in the consti- : 


tution upon which the conference was organized. * 

8. The stationing committee is constituted ac- 
cording to the Discipline, except that one foreign 
missionary, elected by the “Mission,” is a member 
of it. 


4. The “Mission” is composed of all the foreign 


missionaries on the Japanese field who hold ereden- 
tials from the missionary board. This “Mission” 
elects one of its number to act on the stationing com- 
mittee. 

5. All the mission property on the Japan field is 
held in the name of the “Japan Free Methodist Mis- 
sion,” but can not be transferred or sold or other- 
wise disposed of except by permission of the general 

"missionary board. 
6. If this conference elects delegates to the Gen- 
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a eral Donterence. the expenses of such delegates to 
- the General Conference must be provided for by the 


Japan Conference. 

7. The “Mission” shall be under the control of 
the General Missionary Board, and its doings shall 
be subject to the approval of said board. 


» 


VII. QUARTERLY CONFERENCES 


1 { 95. The powers of the quarterly conference are 

limited to purposes of administration within the dis- 
_ trict. It is composed of the traveling preachers, in- 
cluding superannuated and supernumerary, who are 
appointed on the district according to the Discipline, 


4 _and the members of the official boards of the dis- 


_ trict, except. that no preacher can be a member 
= whose quarterly conference membership is in a 
¥ quarterly conference of another annual conference 
even though he may be regularly supplying. work 


-. within the bounds of the district. 


7 96: The members present at a regularly called 


¥ meeting constitute a quorum, and with the president | 


ein thie ehair, can do all the business of the anattenly 
conferenee. ; 

797. Every member of a quarterly conference, 
except while he himself is being tried, or his own 


personal interests are involved in the case, may ex- 


 ercise every right, and perform every act. appertain- 
ing to his office, as a member of the quarterly con- 
ference. 
798. The district elder is the president of the 
5 “quarterly conference, but in his absence the mem- 
- bers present shall elect one of their own number to 
preside, unless the district elder shall have ap- 
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pointed an elder to preside in his place. In such a ; 





case the elder so appointed shall preside, but has no . 


vote. : 


799. he district elder, or his appointee, decides 
questions of law that arise subject to an appeal to — 


the president of the ensuing annual conference. 
4100. The secretary is elected by the quarterly 


conference and continues in office until the end of 


the conference year. It is his duty to keep a faith- 
ful record of the proceedings, and, send the same to 


the annual conference for examination. The quar- 


terly conference also elects a treasurer. 


7101. Four sessions of the quarterly conference 


are held each year, in connection with the general 


quarterly meetings, at such place as it may desig- — 


nate.’ The time is usually fixed to suit the plans of 


the district elder. The General Conference has dig-34% 
approved. of calling a quarterly conference together 


in any other way than that prescribed by the Disci- 


pline. 


1 102. The business of the quarterly conference 4 
is to hear complaints; try appeals; grant and renew 


licenses of local preachers. and evangelists; and ree- 


ommend suitable local preachers and evangelists to 


the annual conference to be employed as traveling 
preachers ; grant and renew band workers’ licenses ; 
recommend women to the annual conference for dea- 
coness’ license; recommend local preachers to the 
annual conference for ordination ; recommend evan- 
gelists for annual conference license ; approve of ap- 
pointment of district elder to fill vacancy in inter- 
vals of annual conference; provide for support of 


district elder; grant a second arbitration between 
dissatisfied parties; and also, in connection with the 
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- district elder, anyon and hold camp eettigs as : 


the interests of the cause of God may require. 
108. - The quarterly conference has original ju- 


iS risdiction in the case of both ordained and unor- 
: dained local preachers, evangelists and deaconesses: 


and of preachers on trial in an pe conference as 


sto their moral conduct. 


ali 104. Complaints of immoral or unehristian con- 


~ duet against a person amenable to the quarterly 
- conference may be entertained under the question, — 
“Are there any complaints?” ‘Such complaints must 


either. be adjusted by mutual agreement between the 


parties interested, or they must be dealt. with ac- 
cording to Dareeraply. 198 and 199, Discipline of 
1923. 


| 105. The scuba: of pastors submitted for rec- 


~~ erd as required by Discipline require no action by 








the quarterly conference. 
7 106. Recommendations for the ordination of lo-_ 
eal preachérs or for their admission into the travel- 
a ing connection on trial, are not valid aftér the ensu- 
ing. annual conference session for which they were 
given, unless placed on file by. este of the annual 


conference. i 
(10%. As a court of appeals for the laity the 


: quarterly conference must entertain and decide ap- 
e peals of members when properly presented, unless 


it is shown that the appellant has forfeited. his seine 


to appeal. 


74108. It is the practise among us for quarterly 


conferences to grant to preachers certificates of | 


: _ their good standing and general acceptability with a 





view to their being transferred to some other con- 






) 
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- ference. The disciplinary warrant for this is only 
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found in a statement as to the duties of bishops in 
transferring preachers from one conference to an- 
other. The provision was evidently only intended to 
cover exceptional cases, and the quarterly confer- 
ence should exercise this right only in such cases. 

4109. Certificates of standing are to be given 
only in case the applicant intends to transfer to _ 
some other conference of the Free Methodist Church. 
They are not to be given simply to have on hand in 
case an emergency should arise. Preachers who are 
undecided as to their future conference relations are 
not entitled to such a certificate from a quarterly 
eonference, but should secure it only from an annual 
conference. Preachers who wish to withdraw from 
the church, or to unite with some other denomina- 
tion are not entitled to such certificate in any case. 
The quarterly conference should use great cmon in, 
granting certificates of standing. 

gq 110. The quarterly conference may adjourn 
from day to day until its business is finished; but 
an adjournment to a.place outside the district, or-to 
a distant day to take up new business, or business 
which would properly belong to a future quarterly 
conference is unlawful. : 

{ 111. The minutes must be read and approved 
before final adjournment, as that can not be done at 
a subsequent session. Quarterly conference action 
has no legal authority unless recorded. 


VIII. OFFICIAL BOARDS 


4 112. The official board is composed of the pas- 
tors, except as stated in paragraph 95 of this Digest, 
local preachers, exhorters, evangelists, deaconesses, 
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stewards, class leaders, Sunday-school superinten- 


dents -who are members of the Free Methodist 
Church and belong on the circuit, and trustees of 
chureh property when such trustees are members of. 


the church on the circuit where such property is sit- 
uated. ‘ 


7113. The members present at any regularly 


called official meeting constitute a quorum. 

_-§ 114. The Discipline provides that the official 
board shall meet once a month whenever practicable. 
It is the duty of the preacher in charge to preside 
at these monthly meetings, at which he has a right 
to vote if he desires except when his quarterly con- 
ference membership is in another-annual conference. 
In such a case he can preside, but can not vote as he 


ae is not a member of the official board (See paragraph 


95 of this Digest). When an official meeting is held 
- in connection with the quarterly meeting, the district 


elder may preside, or he may appoint a supply, sub- j 


ject to the approval of the pastor. Neither the dis- 


trict elder nor a supply can vote at official board 


meetings. In the absence of the regular presiding 
officer, some one must be elected from the members 
present, to, preside. A secretary and a treasurer are 
‘elected by the board. 

115. It is the business of the official board to 
look after the spiritual and temporal interests of 
the circuit as required by the questions in the order 
of business as given by the Discipline. It is their 
duty to see that the church and parsonage buildings 


belonging to the local society are kept in a good con-. 


dition of repair and that all bills for current ex- 


penses are paid. 
4116. The official board has authority in case of 
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any emergency that may arise, to call in the district 
elder to aid in adjusting the difficulties, and when 
so called, they must see that his traveling expenses 
are paid. f 

7 117. The consent of a majority of the official 
board must be given before a bishop can change a 
preacher from one district to another, in the same 
conference, and before a district elder can divide a 
circuit. 

4118. The official board only can grant and re- 
new exhorters’ licenses, and recommend exhorters 
to the quarterly conference for local preacher’s 1i- 
cense. 

7119. The board has power to restore the mem- — 
bership of one who, on account of long absence, has 
been recorded as “Removed without letter;” call a 
meeting of the circuit whenever, in their judgment, 
the interests of the church require it; and require 
the trustees of the church property to report busi- 
ness transacted by them. 

7120. At the first meeting after the annual con- 
ference session it is the duty of the official board to 
appoint a committee to estimate the amount neces- 
sary for pastoral support; such estimate to be sub- 
ject to the approval of the board. : 

{ 121. A secretary may be elected who is not a 
member of the official board, but a secretary so 
elected has no voice or yote in the board. 

{ 122. The members of this board are-the pas- 
tor’s official advisers, and each one should feel a 
deep interest in the work of the circuit, be ready to 
give information on the state of the work, and to ad- 
vise with the pastor as to the best means to ‘employ 
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to sea alana the spiritual and temporal dnerene of 


,) the church. 


Ix. OIRCUIT MEETINGS 


$123. The Discipline provides that an annual 
- circuit meeting, composed of all the members in full 
eonnection on the circuit, be held within three 


months prior to the session of the annual conference 


to which it belongs, of which the preacher in charge 


shall be chairman, but can not vote, and the secre- 


‘tary. of the official board shall be secretary. Such ~ . 
meeting must be announced in each society at least 


ten days before it is to be held. 
4124. It is the business of this Taee een to elect 
by ballot one or more of their number to represent | 


i the circuit in the annual conference, according to 
7 the provisions of the Discipline. See paragraph 106 


of the Discipline of 1923. No person on trial in an 
annual conference is eligible to election as delegate, 
put a delegate may be received on trial, and when so 
received does not forfeit his seat in the conference. 
7125. At this meeting the number of stewards 
to be elected on the circuit must be decided, and also 


‘the number to be elected by each society. The trus- 


tees of the church property are expected to make a 
full report as required by Discipline in chapter on 
chureh property... 

7 126. When the annual circuit meeting is com- 


posed of a single society, it may transact all the busi- 


ness of a regular society meeting. See paragraphs 
132 and 133 of the Discipline of 1928. 
4127. Any vacancy in the board of stewards may 
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be filled at any regular meeting of the society in 
which the vacancy occurs. 


x. SOCIETY MEETINGS 


e 


128. The society meeting is composed of all the 
members in full connection who meet together 
statedly in one place for worship. The preacher in 
charge is chairman of this meeting, but can not vote, 
and a record of its proceedings is kept by a secre- 
tary elected for that purpose. The society holds its 
meetings at such times as it determines, or as called 
by the pastor. 'The business of this meeting is de- 
termined by the Discipline in the section entitled, 


“The Society Meeting.” 1. It is the special preroga- 


tive of the society to decide and direct the trustees 
as to the management of all church property, includ- 
ing repairs, moving, changing and renting. 2. It is 
improper for either the ‘society meeting or the circuit 
meeting to take a vote as to the return of the pastor. 


¢ 


CHAPTER III 
OFFICERS AND MINISTERS 


: =i 129. It is the prerogative of the great Head of 
the church Himself to make a Christian minister. 
The Free Methodist Church requires its candidates 
for this sacred office to profess their firm persua- 
sion that they are moved thereto by the Holy Ghost. 
“Gifts, grace and fruit” are the three marks which 
the church regards as proof that a person is called 


of God to preach. 


I. BISHOPS 


- §130. The office of bishop in the Free Methodist 


Chureh is no sinecure. The men elevated to that 
office are not lords or masters over the church; they 
are its servants. They possess no legislative author- 
ity. As Free Methodist ministers, they must: take 
the word of God as explained in our Articles of Re- 
ligion, recognized standard writings, and the rules 
of the Discipline respecting the duties of Christian 
ministers, as their rule of faith and practise, of in- 
struction and administration. 

§131. The bishops are elected by the General | 
Conference for a term of four years. They must dis- 
charge the peculiar duties of their office in the man- 


ner prescribed in the Discipline. They are required 


[41] 
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to travel through the connection at large, to take 


the oversight of the whole church and to labor to 
promote its peace, purity and prosperity. It is also 
their duty to preside at the sessions of the general 
conference, executive committee, annual conferences, 


and at the trial of appeals taken from quarterly or 


annual conferences. A 
4 132. The bishops at their annual meeting make 
temporary assignments to the presidency of the an- 
nual conferences. The bishop presiding has juris- 
diction of the conference assigned him until the next 
annual session, except that his successor may re- 
ceive the resignation of a district elder, and fill any 
vacancy that may occur in that office.* While there 
is no disciplinary provision for such a distribution 
of the work, its necessity is recognized and the plan 

gives general satisfaction. 
_ § 188. While presiding at annual conferences, 
meetings of the executive committee or at the trial | 
of appeal cases, the bishops are required to decide 
all questions of law that are involved in the pro- 
ceedings, and when one of the bishops renders a de- 
cision on a point of law, arising out of an actual ease 
pending in any annual conference, such decision. 
shall govern in the case until reversed by the Gen- 
eral Conference. 

4 134, Any question of law that may have arisen 
in the administration of a district elder or in the 
trial of a member or of a preacher either by a com- 
mittee or by a quarterly conference, may be decided 
by the bishop presiding at an annual conference. All 
his decisions of law questions are subject to appro- 


*See paragraph 151 of this Digest. 
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val or disapproval by the ensuing General Confer 


ence. 


ly pending, such decision should be entered upon the 
journal, but such a decision is not binding upon the 


% : other bishops unless they are notified in writing that 


at least two other bishops have approved in writing 


of such decision. The decisions of a bishop are not 


to be regarded as haying the force of law unless ren- 
dered in the capacity of a presiding officer. 
136. Im the presidency of these official bodies 
the bishops must decide all questions of order that 
arise in the business pending, subject to an apres 
_ to the body over which he is presiding. 

4137. The bishop presiding at an annual confer- 
ence, or the elder whom he may have appointed to 


. 4 B preside, is the chairman of the stationing committee, 


having only a casting vote. 

7138. The bishops may change reunion ee 
one district to another, when the districts are pre- 
sided over by different elders, with the consent of 


the district elders, the preacher to be removed and _ 
the official board of the circuit from which he is to — 


be removed ; but they are not authorized to change 
preachers from one circuit to another within 7 
‘jurisdiction of one district elder. 

‘¢139. A bishop has power to calla committee 
of inquiry in the case of a traveling preacher only 
when accused of wilful neglect or refusal to do the 
work assigned him by his annual conference. 

g 140. The bishops have power ‘to transfer 


preachers from one conference to another, according 


| to the provisions of the Discipline, which require 





185. Should a. presiding officer deem it expedi- 
ent to decide questions not involved in cases actual- 
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that a preacher who wishes to be transferred must 


procure a certificate of good standing and general 


acceptability, given by his annual or quarterly con- 
ference. A certificate of good standing and the 





transfer of a bishop do not put any obligation upon ~ 


an annual conference to receive the preacher so. 


transferred. The consent of the conference to which 


the preacher wishes to transfer must be given by | 


vote before he is actually a member of the confer- 


ence. 


141. In the intervals of the annual conference, 


the district elders of the conference to which the 


preacher wishes to transfer have no authority to re- 


ceive a preacher transferred by a bishop. He can 
only be received by vote of conference. 


7142. A preacher can not remove his member- — 


ship from one conference to another on a certificate 
of standing. He must be transferred by one of the 


bishops. The certificate of his standing is only the — es 


basis upon which the bishop may transfer him. The ; 


object of this is that the bishop shall share with the 
conference granting the certificate and with. the 
conference receiving the preacher so transferred, 
the responsibility of his entering upon a new field of 


labor. A bishop, therefore, should not as a rule — 


transfer a preacher simply because he has a certif- 
icate of standing and desires to be transferred. He 
should be satisfied from personal knowledge or from 
well founded information that the preacher thus 
transferred will be an effective and valuable addi- 
tion to the ministerial force of the conference receiv- 
ing him. There sometimes exists ina conference a 
disposition to grant a certificate of standing in or- 
der to relieve the conference of an ineffective 
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' preacher. The cooperation of the bishop in trans- 





ferring a preacher serves as a check upon such dis- — 


position, where it exists. 
~§143. Bach bishop holds his membership in an 
annual conference, in which he has a voice and vote, 
and to which he is-amenable for his Christian con- 
‘duct, and where he undergoes an annual examina- 
tion of character the same as other conference 
preachers, but he is responsible to the General Con- 
ference for the administration of his official duties. 

{ 144. In presiding at an annual conference, ex- 
cept the one of which he is a member, it is improper 
for him to use his authority or his influence so as to 
effect measures pending in the conference. He is 
there as a presiding officer, only authorized to see 
that whatever is done shall be done in harmony with 
the Discipline and according to established rules of 
- order. Therefore, except in extreme ‘cases, he should 
not interrupt members while speaking because what 
they may be saying does not accord with his views. — 
‘ELC should be strictly impartial as between the mem- 
bers themselves as well as between the members and 
himself. 
-_- §145. The bishops ‘are ex-officio members of the 
General Conference and have the same right as other 
members to introduce motions, engage in discussions 
‘and vote on any question that arises. While presid- 
ing in the General Conference they decide questions 
of order, subject to an appeal to the conference. 
They are not required to decide questions of law in 
the General Conference. They are amenable to the 
General Conference for the discharge of their official 
duties. 

4146. The salaries of the bishops are fixed by 
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the General Conference and are raised by confer- 
ence. collections, according to the ea ite of the 
Discipline. 


II. DISTRICT ELDERS ~ 


4 147. The territory of each.annual conference is 
divided into districts, over each of which one of the 
elders is appointed as district elder. They are 
elected by ballot in open conference, without nom- 
ination or debate. They may be elected by confer- 

ence and assigned to one or more districts by the — 
‘stationing committee, or they may be elected to the 
district or districts they are to serve, as the confer- 
ence may decide. The stationed district elders are 
nominated by ballot by the stationing committee. 
They are elected for one year at a time, and no dis- — 
trict elder can preside over the same district in the | 
same conference more than four years in succession, 
but he may be returned after an absence of one 


year. No elder can remain in the office of district _ 
elder in any conference for a term exceeding eight iG 


consecutive years. E 

4 148. It is optional with each annual conference — 
to supply its districts with either Roce or oer 
tioned district elders. 

7149. A traveling district elder: is required to 
hold four general. quarterly meetings during each 
year, a quarterly meeting once in three months in 
each circuit within his district, and to labor as an 
evangelist within the territory assigned to him. He 
may hold an official, circuit, or society meeting on 
each circuit, in connection with his quarterly meet- 
ings. i 

4150. A stationed district elder has a circuit the 
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4 same as the ‘oihies reactions He: is required to hold 





four general quarterly meetings on his district dur- — 
ing the year. He shall also have charge of any camp 
meetings that the quarterly conference may order — 
held on his district. He may also hold any quarter- 
ly meetings on his district to which he shall have 
been invited by the pastor. He has charge also of | 
administering the affairs of the district otherwise 
than herein mentioned. Wnder the administration 
of a stationed district elder each pastor holds his 
' own circuit quarterly meetings, or engages such 
help as he and the official board may select. 

4151. In case of a vacancy in the office of dis- 
trict elder during the intervals of the sessions of 
ally annual conference, it is the duty of the bishop 
who presided at the last session of the conference, or 
who should have presided, to: fill such vacancy. In 
ease of his inability or failure to do so, his successor 
shall fill the vacancy. In either case the appoint-_ 
ment is subject to the approval of the ensuing quar-— 
terly conference of the district in which the vacancy 
occurs. In case such appointment is made after the 
last quarterly conference of the year has been held, 
the secretary of the quarterly conference has au- 
thority to call a special session for the sole purpore 
of confirming this appointment. 

4152. District elders are members of the station- 
ing committee ; and having a better knowledge of 
the needs of the circuits and of the ability and fit- 
ness of the preachers than any other members of the 
committee, they are largely influential in the ap-. 
pointments. 

49153. <A district elder can not assume the pre- . 
_ rogatives of a preacher in charge where there is a 
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regularly constituted pastor, but is required to take 
the charge of all circuits without a preacher, with- 
in. his district, and is the preacher in charge of sta- 
tions and circuits left to be supplied by the annual 
conference. 

{ 154. He has power to appoint, receive, suspend 
and change preachers in his district in the intervals 
of the conference, according to the provisions and 
restrictions of the Discipline. His powers are wholly 
restricted to the limits of his district where he has 
full jurisdiction. He presides in the quarterly con- 
ference and decides all questions of law that arise in 





actual proceedings, subject to an appeal to the pres- 


ident of the next ensuing annual conference. Such - 
appeal, when taken, must be regularly taken and re- 
corded on the quarterly conference journal and pre- 
sented to the president at the session of the annual 
conference. He presides at the trial of local preach- 
ers and of appeal cases in the quarterly conference. 

(155. If, in the intervals of annual conference, a 
traveling preacher is accused of crime, it is the duty 
of the district elder to enter tain charges and eall a 
committee according to the requirements of the Dis- 
cipline, paragraph 188, Discipline of 1923, according 
to paragraph 326 of this Digest, to investigate the 
accusation. He must preside at the investigation 
and decide all questions of law that arise. 

7156. If the interests of the work require ita 
district elder may, with the consent of the preacher 
/in charge and the official board, divide a circuit in 
| the intervals of the sessions of the annual confer- 
/ence. He is also required to see that the deeds to 
\chureh property within his district are secured and 
recorded according to the Discipline and the laws of 
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Weecthe state ; to see that every part of the Discipline is 


enforced, and to take the oversight of the spiritual 


and temporal interests of the church within his dis- 
trict, according to the Discipline; to give the bishop * 


all the necessary information of the state of his dis- 
trict. Very much depends upon the district elder in 


‘giving tone and character to the work on his dis- 


trict. 
] 157. Traveling district Aiaces are supported by 


te their respective districts, each circuit ‘contributing 


its proportion, as agreed upon in the quarterly con- 


- ference. A stationed district elder is supported by 


the circuit to which he is appointed. 
(158. In the interim of an annual conference 


ence. 
{ 159. In case a district elder wishes to resign his 


_ office, he must present his resignation to the bishop 


who has the jurisdiction of that conference, or to 


_ his successor, who may fill the vacancy according to 


the Discipline. See paragraph 151 of this Digest. 


"TE. PREACHERS IN CHARGE 


7160. A preacher in charge is one who is ap- 


- pointed to the pastoral charge of a circuit or station 


by the constituted authority of the church. Any duly 


authorized preacher or evangelist thus appointed ~ 
has full powers as preacher in charge, if such 


preacher is a member of the quarterly conference on 


. that district (see paragraph 95 of this Digest), ex- 
cept in case of the trial of an accused. member, when 


neither the district elder nor the quarterly confer- 
ence has power to divide the territory to which the 
_ district elder was appointed by the annual confer- 








arrange the appointments as to give the local 
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only a redeher | in full connection in ihe: conference at 
can preside, 


4161. When more than one preacher is ap- 
pointed to a charge, the others are designated junior 


preachers. ees 
J 162. In case a preacher is appointed to a cir- | f 
cuit without having charge of the same, the admin- _ 


istration thereof devolves upon the district elder 
and the official board, but the appointment must dis- _ 
tinetly state that he is so appointed. : 
7163. It is the duty of the preacher in charge LONG | 
look after the spiritual and temporal interests of the — 
church under his care and to see that the Discipline | 
is faithfully administered. Among his first duties 
_is ‘“‘to see that the other preachers in his circuit be- 
have well, and need nothing.” He is expected to 
give direction in planning their work, observe care- %g Ae 
fully their spirit and conduct and administer re- — 
proof if necessary. In planning the work he is to so 








preachers on his charge regular and systematic em- __ 
ployment on the Sabbath. He has the oversight of © 
the class leaders, and is required to examine each of 
them concerning his method of leading his class, ar- 
range to have the most useful leaders meet the other 
classes as often as possible, and see that improper 
leaders are changed by a new election, 

4 164. Among the very important duties of the 
preacher in charge is that of receiving and dismiss- 
ing members, and keeping a correct record of the 
membership. He is required to “make a regular 
catalogue of the societies in towns and cities, giving 
the street and number,” and to “leave his successor 
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a particular account of the circuit, including an ac- 


eount of the subscribers for our periodicals.” 

7165. It is also his duty to see “that every so- 
ciety is duly supplied with books’”—such books and 
literature as his people need. The literature of the 
church should be preferred above all others as best 


suited to the needs of the people of his charge. The — 


pastor is under special obligation to the children 
-and Sunday-school work of his charge. He is pledged 
to “diligently instruct the children in every ‘place.’ | 
He is required to “form Sunday-schools in all his 
congregations where ten children can be collected 


- for that purpose; to form Bible classes wherever he 
- ean for the instruction of the larger children and 


youth; to preach to the children, speaking to them 


~ personally ‘upon the subject of experimental and 
- practical godliness,” and to report to the quarterly 
 eonference the state of the Sunday-school work on 
: o his charge, which réport should be recorded on the 
journal of the quarterly conference, and make the 


required report on Sunday-schools to his annual con- 
ference. ; 3 
4166. He presides at official, circuit and society 


meetings; may nominate class leaders and Sunday- 


school superintendents ; is responsible for the taking 
up of all conference collections; attends to the elec- 
tion of trustees, and securing of a good, legal title 
to all church property located on his charge. 
7167. It is his duty to entertain charges that 
may be preferred in due form against any member 
of his charge, call a meeting of the society for se- 
lecting a committee to try the case, decide the valid- 
ity of challenge for cause, preside at the trial of the 
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accused member, provided said preacher in charge — 
is in full connection in the conference, and provided — 
he did not prefer the charge himself. He must de- — 
cide all questions of law that arise during the trial, 
subject to an appeal to the president of the ensuing 
quarterly conference, For sufficient reason, however, 
‘the district elder may appoint some other traveling : 


preacher to preside at any particular trial. 


7168. No preacher having charge of a circuit is— 
authorized to divide, or in any way to lessen the cir- 


cuit. 
169. There is no provision in our Discipline for 


a preacher resigning his work, but the practise has” 
grown up among us so that for sufficient cause a_ 
preacher may do so. When such a course becomes | 
necessary, he must present his resignation to the 


district elder of the district within which the circuit 


is located. In case there be no elder in charge of 
the district, such resignation must be presented to — 
the bishop haying jurisdiction in the case. When a 


preacher refuses to serve a charge, he can not be ap- 


pointed to another without the consent of the dis- af 


trict. elder of the charge he refused to serve. 


IV. SUPERNUMERARY PREACHERS 


4170. A supernumerary preacher is one whose 
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efficiency is temporarily impaired. This impairment — 
may arise from a great variety of circumstances in ~ 


himself, his family, or his finances. It does not 
mean that he is inefficient as a preacher, but that 
some of these circumstances for the time being pre- 


‘vent his discharging the duties of a circuit preacher. — 


There is nothing in the relation itself that is in any 
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_ Way discreditable to a minister. His relation as 
such is fixed by his conference on recommendation 
_ of the stationing committee. Such relation does not 
‘deprive him of any of his rights, powers or preroga- 
_ tiyes in his annual conference, but in no case can he 


haye any claim on the fund for superannuated 


preachers while sustaining that relation. If at any 


time in the future he should be placed on the super- 


-annuated list, the years during which he sustained 
_ a supernumerary relation can not be counted in esti- 


mating the amount due him under the fund. His 
quarterly conference Heranon are fixed by the sta- 
Boning committee. 


Bethe Y. SUPERANNUATED PREACHERS 


171. A superannuated preacher is one who, 


through physical disability or old age, is disquali-: 


‘fied for the work of the ministry. The question as 


- to his disability and the amount of his claim is de- 


termined by his conference, on the recommendation 
of the committee on “Claimants and Claims,” and on 


a basis fixed by the Discipline. He possesses all the 
vights and prerogatives of an effective preacher in 
an annual conference. His quarterly conference re- 
Jations are fixed by the stationing committee— 
usually in the district-within the bounds of which 
_. he resides. A superannuated preacher may be ap- 


pointed by a district elder to a circuit or station as 


ee preacher in charge and such appointment does not 





make him effective and does not interfere with his 


, drawing the full amount voted him from the super- 
-annuated fund by the last annual conference. 
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VI. LOCAL PREACHERS 


7172. The license of a local preacher is given by 
the quarterly conference and should be signed by 
the president and the secretary. 

4173. The Discipline provides that no person 
shall be licensed as a local preacher until he has 
been licensed as an’ exhorter, recommended by the 
official board of the circuit to which he belongs, ex- 
amined by the quarterly conference, or district el- 
der, in regard to his piety, his soundness in doctrine. 
his gifts, and his usefulness, and has given satisfac- 
tory answers to all the questions found in the sec- 
tion entitled, “Of the examination of those who 
think they are moved by the Holy Ghost to preach.” 

4 174. A local preacher’s license is given for one 
ecclesiastical year only, and must be renewed an- 
nually by the quarterly conference. If at the ex- 
piration of the year no conference action is taken 
upon it, the license becomes null and void, after 
which the same preliminary steps must be taken. to 
regain it as if no license had ever been given, except 
in case of some oversight or error, when it may be 
renewed at the next session of the “quarterly confer- 
ence. 

4175. Upon receiving license, local preachers are 
required to enter upon a two years’ course of study 
prescribed by the General Conference, and undergo 
examination in such course by the quarterly confer- 
ence or by a committee appointed by the same. Fail- 
ure to pass a satisfactory examination each year 
may be a bar to the renewal of the license. 

4176. A local preacher is eligible to the office of 
deacon after he has preached four consecutive cal- 
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endar years from the time he received a regular li- 
cense. A local deacon is eligible to the office of el: 
_der after he has preached four years from the time 
he was ordained deacon. lection to the office of 
either deacon or elder is by the annual conference, 
after the candidate has been duly recommended by 
‘the quarterly conference of which he is a member, 
and has passed a satisfactory examination in the 
disciplinary course of study. The annual renewal of 
a license of an ordained local preacher is not re- 
quired, the parchments he holds giving him author- 
‘ity. to preach; but local deacons and elders are 
amenable to the quarterly conference and are re- 
' quired to ere’ an annual examination of charac- 
“ter: 
Vi.. Every local peace) must hold his mem- 
¥ bership in some society, and must meet in class, and 
in neglect of these duties, the quarterly conference, 
if they judge it proper, may deprive him of his min- 
isterial office after due trial, according to the Disci- 
pline. 
g i178. When a local preacher is seiaetea as a 
supply he is required to hold his membership on the 
- eharge where he labors. If employed within the 
pounds of the district where he holds his member- 
ship, such membership automatically transfers to the 
charge to which he has been appointed. If employed 
outside of the district where he holds his member- 
ship, he must take a regular church letter and de- 
posit it where he may be appointed. If he does not 
do this, he can not be a preacher in charge, but can 
only supply the work with the district elder in 
charge, and he can not be a member of the official 
board nor of the quarterly conference. 
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1179. It is the duty of the district elders and 
pastors so to arrange the appointments as to give 
the local_preachers regular and systematic employ- 
ment on the Sabbath. Local preachers have the right 
to establish appointments of their own, providing 
such appointments do not conflict with the plan of 
the circuit. When appointed to the pastoral charge 
of a circuit and when he has secured his member- 
ship on his circuit or station, according to para- 
graph 178 of this Digest, a local preacher possesses 
all the powers belonging to any preacher in.charge, 
except that he can not preside at the trial of an ac- 
cused member. 

{ 180. When a local preacher removes by letter 
to a society within the bounds of another district, he 
retains his official relation, and the quarterly con- 
ference of the district to which he removes needs 
only to enrol his name as a local preacher, 

(181. A local preacher may be recommended to 
the traveling connection as soon as he is licensed 
to preach... Hvery one who contemplates joining the 
traveling connection should have had some experi- 
ence in pulpit work before being recommended to 
the annual conference. While on trial in the con- 
ference he remains amenable to the quarterly con- 
ference for his moral and Christian conduct, but he 
is amenable to the annual conference for the admin- 


-istration of his charge, and his character must be 


passed by his annual conference the same as a 
preacher in full membership. His continuance on 
trial by the annual conference is equivalent to the 


~ renewal of his license. 


} 
(182. In the administration of the sacraments 
and ordinances of the church the rights and duties 
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of ordained local preachers are precisely the same 
as of ordained preachers in the traveling connection. 


s 


VII. EVANGELISTS 





7183. Evangelists are a class of preachers called 
of God to labor to promote the cause of Christ in the 


i i land, but not in all cases called to a pastoral charge 
or to government in the church. Evangelists are li- 





-censed by the quarterly conference upon recommen: 
z 4 dation from the society to which the candidate be- 
longs, and after due examination, according to the 
Discipline. Such evangelists. are members of the 
quarterly conference, amenable thereto, and must 
pass a satisfactory examination in the prescribed 
course of study. 
“4184. Those who labor successfully for the period 
of four years, may, upon recommendation of the 
‘quarterly conference, be licensed by the annual con- 
_ ference; and such license holds good until revoked 
_ by the action of the conference granting or en- 
a dorsing the same. ‘They are eligible to admission in 
' to the traveling connection and to ordination as dea 
cons upon the same conditions as local preachers. 
7185. When licensed evangelists are employed 














4 é as supplies on circuits, they are governed by the 


* same rules that govern local preachers when supply- 
ing charges. See paragraph 170 of the Discipline 
and paragraph 178 of this Digest. 

7186. A preacher in an annual conference may 
be appointed as an evangelist by the stationing com- 
mittee. When so appointed, he is not restricted as 
to his field of labor and can not expect any support 


from his annual conference. A conference preacher ~ 
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may also be elected by his conference as conference 
evangelist. In such case his labors must be given 
wholly within the bounds of his annual conference, 
and they must make suitable provisions for his sup- 
port. When so appointed he is entitled to the rights 
and privileges of those appointed to circuits, and 
subject to the same rules and regulations as far as 
they apply to his circumstances. Under no cireum- 
stances should a preacher be given evangelistic rela- 
tion to his conference unless he expects to devote 
his entire time to evangelistic labors. 

{ 187. The Discipline provides for the election of 
general evangelists by the General Conference, 
whose duty it is to travel through the country at 
large, open new fields, organize new ‘societies pre- 
paratory to the organization of new conferences. 
New societies thus organized within the bounds of 
existing conferences are placed under the care of 
the district elder of the adjacent district. 

7188. The general evangelist has the oversight 
of other evangelists laboring in immediate connec- 
tion with him. He holds his membership in the an- 
nual conference and is amenable to the same. He 
may receive appropriations toward his support from 
the General Missionary Board. 

1189. _ No evangelist is allowed to appoint or hold 
meetings where they will interfere with the work of 
any preacher duly appointed to a charge. ! 


VIII. EXHORTERS 


{ 190. The law of the church requires that to be 
licensed as an exhorter a person must be a member 
in full connection and be recommended by the so- 
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ciety to which he belongs. The license is. given by 
the official board and should be signed by the presid- 
ing officer. 

9191. An exhorter is a member ie the .official 
‘board and is amenable to that body for his official 
standing. He is expected to undergo an annual ex- 
amination of character by the official board at the 
time the renewal of his license is under considera- 
tion. His accountability for his moral and Chris- 
tian character is the same as of a private member of 
the church. 

7192. An exhorter is not expected to formally 
announce a text and attempt to preach a sermon, 
“but rather to hold meetings for prayer and exhorta- 
tion, read a scripture lesson and make practical ap- 
plication of its teaching. It requires grace, tact and 
adaptability to make a good exhorter. i 


Ix. DEACONESSES 


7193. The General Conference of 1907 established 
an order of deaconesses.to be composed of a class 
of women, divinely called to advance the cause of 
Christ, in ministering to the sick and destitute, sav- 
ing the fallen. and relieving the ‘suffering, but not to 
become pastors or evangelists. It is ‘contrary to the 
Discipline for a person to hold deaconess’ and evan- 
gelist’s licenses at the same time. If such a case 0c- 
curs, one of the licenses must be surrendered. 

7194. A person to be licensed as deaconess must 
be at least twenty-five years of age, of good health 
and physical constitution, and must have proven her 
Christian character by living a consistent Christian 
life for at least two years in succession in the Free 
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i 


Methodist Church in full connection immediately 


preceding the application for such license. 

7195. <A candidate for deaconess’ license must Ns 
recommended to the quarterly conference by the so- 
ciety of which she is a member. 








4 196. A candidate thus recommended may, upon . 


Rc ounendatiod of the quarterly conference, and 


‘after due examination according to the Discipline, — 


be licensed by the annual conference, such license to 


be good for one year only unless renewed. 
4 197. A deaconess licensed by the annual confer- 


ence for two years in succession, one year of which 





shall have been spent in actual. deaconess work, and | 


having passed a satisfactory examination in the 
course of study, may receive from the annual confer- 


ence a license which shall be good until revoked by 


the annual conference haying jurisdietion in the 
case. f 
7.198. A deaconess is a. member of the quarterly 
conference of the district within which she holds her 
church membership, is amenable to the same, and 
whenever subject to trial, must be tried the same as 
a local preacher, and is required to make annual re- 


ports to that body. The deaconess’ garb shall be. 


worn only after a permanent license has been 
granted. 


X. BANDS AND BAND WORKERS: 


{ 199. The General Conferences of 1890 and of 
1923 made provision for the organization and opera- 
tion of bands. This line of work had gradually 
come into operation, and being regarded as a yal- 
uable agency in carrying on the work of the Lord, 


it was thus made a part of the machinery of the 
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church, “The Fates! governing ‘the’ bands and band 
workers are fully and eran) given in the Pro 
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XI. / CLASS: LEADERS 












$200. The Discipline provides that every organ- 


class leaders. Whenever practicable the ‘society is 
livided into classes containing about twelve per- 
_ sons, one of whom is styled the leader. 

/§ 201... Hach class: elects. its own leader, by ballot. 
The preacher in charge has the right to nominate, 
put if any person not nominated by the preacher re- 
ceiyes a majority of the votes cast, he is to be. de- 
Y _clared elected. A class may elect for its leader any 
member of the society of which it forms a part. The 
- election must take place during the last quarter of 
J the conference year, and is for the following eccle- 

2 siastical year. Class leaders are members of the 

oe official board and quarterly conference. 

202. The importance of this office is so vital 
that the classes are instructed to elect as leaders 
_ persons not only of sound judgment, but truly de- 
s ~-yoted to God. 'The duties of the class leader are so 
clearly defined in the Discipline that it is not neces- 
sary to repeat them here. The Discipline does’ not 
recognize the office of assistant class leader. If such 
are appointed it does not, entitle them to seats’ in 
official bodies. ‘ ki 

4 203. When a class leader wishes to resign, he 
should: present his resignation to the pastor, or, in 
case the society is without a pastor, to the district 
elder, and the official who receives such resignation 
should at once notify the official board. 
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ized Free Methodist society shall have one or more — 
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7 204. Should a class leader resign or prove to 
be inefficient for any cause, it is the duty of the 
preacher in charge to call the class together and 
order a new election, 


XI, STEW ARDS 


7205. “It is required in stewards that a man be 
found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2). The spiritual and 
temporal interests of the church require that the 
stewards be persons of solid, piety, who both know 
and love the Free Methodist doctrine and Discipline, 
and are of good natural and acquired abilities to 
transact the temporal business. Stewards are 
elected by, the society, by ballot, and hold their office 
for one ecclesiastical year, or from the adjournment 
of the annual conference until the adjournment, of 
the next session. Wacancies can be filled at any reg- 
ular meeting of the society where the vacancy oc- 
curs. ‘ 

§ 206. No board is complete with less than three 
stewards. There may, be nine in a charge, but this 
number.is not needed except in large circuits. From. 
five to seven are required by most charges. 

7207. The stewards are expected to consult with 
the pastor in matters pertaining to both the spiritual 
and temporal interests of the charge, and to faith- 
fully perform their duties as outlined in the Disci- 
pline. 

4208. In the chapter on “Support of preachers 
in charge” it is made the duty of the stewards to 
give special attention to providing for the needs of 
the preachers. After the official board decides upon 
the amount necessary to be raised for the preachers, 


te a Coulecripeiob: among the feenas! of 1 ane 
rch to ‘supply any deficiency that. may appear in bing 
e ae Ss sale ees and to urge the societies to 


De sons ‘of Boia: piety, who both mow and ae the 

ethodist doctrine and Discipline,” they should 

examples of | devotion and steadfastness in the > 
OF une church, and by the faithful discharee he 


A preacher in charge has no right t dis 
eee or ais his apn ‘The offi. 


xm. " MINISTERS’ PARCHMENTS 


_Parchments are used to contity to the fact 


sietry: put they can ‘not be used in tien ‘otis ca 
of Sacien prance in uniting with an an- 
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Church, the conference to which he belongs may de-— 


mand the surrender of his parchments and give him 
in lieu thereof a certificate stating that at the time 


of his withdrawal he was recognized among us as. 


an ordained minister. 


7 218. If an ordained minister be expelled, or be 
‘permitted to withdraw after having committed some 


offense, or under censure, he thereby forfeits his 


parchments, and they should be deposited with the. 


secretary of the annual conference from which he 


withdrew or was expelled. If he refuses or neglects ie 
to so deposit them, the conference should by official — 


action declare them forfeited. 
4-214.. Should one who had _ surrendered his 
parchments return to the church and be restored to 


‘the ministry, his parchments may be made valid and. 


restored by vote of the conference in whose custody 
the forfeited parchments were lawfully placed, or 
by which they were declared forfeited. 


4 215. To be reinstated in the ministry and inde | 
~ parchments restored, one who has withdrawn or s 
been expelled must first unite with the church and ee ‘ 
then receive license to preach from the quarterly — 
conference. He must then be recommended by the — 
quarterly conference, or by an annual conference 
which may have admitted him on trial, to the an- 


nual conference from which he withdrew or was ex- 
pelled.. No other conference can restore - forfeited 
parchments or renew the office of deacon or elder. 


{ 216. If a traveling or local preacher in good 


standing loses his parchments, the annual conference 
having jurisdiction in the case may issue him a cer- 
tificate stating that he is recognized as an ordained 
minister. 
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CHAPTER IV 
BOARDS 


- $217. Much of the work of the church is done 
through boards appointed by the General Confer- 
ence. One of the most important of these is the 


I. GENERAL MISSIONARY BOARD OF THE FREE METHODIST 
CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA 


7218. This board is composed of the bishops, the 
president of the Woman’s Missionary Society, and 
three other members of said society, elected by the 
general society at its quadrennial meeting, one 
traveling elder and one layman from each of the 
General Conference missionary districts, and a sec- 
retary elected by ballot by the General Conference ; 
and continues in office until the adjournment of the 
next ensuing General Conference. The president is 
elected by the board from its own members. The 
bishop second in seniority is usually elected. 

{ 219. This board has charge of all the home 
and foreign mission work that it establishes. If 
from any cause any member ceases to be a member 
of the Free Methodist Church, or removes from the 
bounds of the district he represents, his place upon 
the board shall be declared vacant. Vacancies are 
filled by the board from the districts where the va- 
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cancy occurs, excepting the office of secretary, which 
vacancy.is filled by the executive committee. 

7 220. Annual meetings of the board are held at 
such times and places as it may designate. The 
officers of the board are a president, secretary and 
treasurer. 

7221. There is a board of directors consisting of 
seven persons elected annually by the board from its 
own number, not more than two of whom shall be 
bishops; and one shall be a member of the Woman’s 
Missionary Society. The board of directors is vested | 
with all the powers of the general board during the 
interim of its annual meetings. It appoints mission- 
aries to foreign fields, orders expenditure of funds, 
makes appropriations to meet exigencies that arise, 
and such other work as is contemplated in the arti- 
cles of incorporation. 

q 222. The secretary of the general missionary 
board, in addition to keeping the records and attend- — 
ing to the correspondence, has charge of the mis- 
sionary interests of the church, under the instruc- 
tion of the directors of the’ board. He travels 
throughout the connection in the interest of the mis- 
sion work of the church, and visits foreign fields 
when instructed to do so by the board or its di- 
rectors. 

q 223. The treasurer receives all moneys raised 
for foreign, general and home mission purposes and 
deposits the same as required by the Discipline. 

7 224, All appropriations of either: foreign or 
home mission funds must be made by order of the 
general missionary board. In exceptional cases and 
in emergencies, however, the board of directors may 
make appropriations. It is also the duty of this 
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board to elect trustees for the purpose of holding ti- 
tles to lands purchased for missions in foreign lands, 
the tenure of whose office shall be subject to said 
board. 

{ 225. In order to awaken-interest in the mis- 
sion work of the church, the Discipline makes it the 
duty of each preacher in charge of a circuit to hold 
one or more missionary meetings on his circuit dur-- 
ing the year and take a collection and circulate a 
subscription for the support of foreign missions. He 
is also required to raise for general missions not less 
than eighteen cents a member each year and for- 
ward the same to the treasurer of the board. 


Il. GENERAL SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD 


{ 226. This board is composed of ten members ap- 
pointed by the General Conference, and is called the 
Sunday School Board of the Free Methodist Church 
of North America. 

{ 227. It has general charge of the Sunday-school 
work of the church, cooperating with the conference 
Sunday-school secretaries in giving directions and 
advice. 

{ 228. Its officers are a president, vice-president. 
recording secretary and treasurer. This board su- 
pervises the teacher training work of the church. It 
decides upon the text-books to be used, arranges the 
courses, provides for examinations and grants di- 
plomas to those completing the prescribed courses of 
study. 


Til. CONFERENCE SUNDAY SCHOOL RKROARDS 


{ 229. Hach conference is required to elect ail- 
-nually a conference Sunday-school. board composed 
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of not less than five members. The officers of the 


board are a president, vice-president, recording sec- ; 


retary and treasurer. The conference Sunday-school 
secretary is elected annually by the conference upon 
nomination by the conference Sunday-school board. 

74230. The duty of this board is to promote and 
supervise the Sunday-school work of the conference. 


This is to be done in harmony with the advice of the. 
general Sunday-school board. It is also the duty of 
this board to encourage the organization of a Sun-_ 


day-school in each society in the conference, to es- 
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tablish mission Sunday-schools wherever practic- | se 


able, and plan for holding Sunday-school institutes 
with the cooperation of the societies and a conven- 


tion on each district during the year, in cooperation 


with the district elder and district boards, where 


such exist. It also arranges for holding special ser- 


vices in the interest of Sunday-school work at the 


charge of such gatherings. 

(231. The conference Sunday- See board re- 
ports annually to the general board and to the an- 
nual conference. 


Iv. DISTRICT SUNDAY SCHOOL. BOARDS 


1282. District Sunday-school boards, modeled 
after the conference board and working in harmony 


therewith, may be organized wherever desirable and — 


practicable. The scope of such boards is confined to 
the district. 


‘district quarterly meetings, camp meetings and an- — us 
nual conferences, cooperating with those having. 
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V. LOCAL SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARDS 


_§ 233. The local Sunday-school board is composed 
of the pastors, officers, teachers and department su- 
perintendents of the Sunday-school. All officers and 
teachers regularly elected by the Sunday-school 
board are members of the same and hold office un- 
til their successors are elected. The officers of the 
board are elected at the beginning of the year and 
consist of a president, vice-president, secretary and 
treasurer. : 

q 234. The duties of this board are to elect one or 
more assistant superintendents at the beginning of 
each conference year, to elect the teachers, decide 
upon the Sunday-school literature, and atfend to all 
-the business of the school not otherwise provided for 


by the Discipline. 


VI. BOARD OF EDUCATION 


9-235. The general board of education is an incor- 
porated body composed of one bishop, a general edu- 


- eational secretary, and as many other members as 


there are recognized schools. All are elected by the 
General Conference. The members representing the 
yarious school districts are nominated by the sey- . 
eral delegations representing the patronizing terri- 
tory of the respective schools from their own terri- 
tory. ‘The principals and presidents of the educa- 
tional institutions are not eligible to membership on 
the board. 

9 236. If a member of the general educational 
board ceases to be a member of the Free Methodist 
Church, or removes from the bounds of the patroniz- 


‘ing territory of the school he represents, his place 
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on the board shall be declared vacant. The executive 
committee has authority to fill any vacaney which 
occurs on the board during the quadrennium. ‘The 
board of trustees of the school affected is permitted 
to nominate. : 

{ 237. The object of the board is to promote the 
general educational interests of the Free Methodist 
Church, It sustains an advisory relation to all its \— 
educational institutions in matters of buildings, lo- — 
cations, general business and policy. It administers 
funds committed to it, solicits bequests, money, prop- ° 
erty and other securities, for the purpose of ad- 
vancing the cause of education in the Free Method- 
ist Church. It has power to acquire, hold and con- 
vey real estate, and to establish a central bureau of 
information for the benefit of teachers and schools. 

7238. Under certain disciplinary provisions the 
general educational board has power to merge two 
or more of our educational institutions or otherwise 
dispose of them, and no educational institution can 
be inaugurated nor any recognized school change its 
classification or its location without its consent. 

{ 289. The board has supervision over the patron- 
izing territory of our schools, and is required to ex- 
ercise such supervision in such a manner as shall 
give to each proper territory for its prosperity in 
common with other schools of its class. It can not 
change any territory, previously assigned, without 
the consent of the annual conference having juris- 
diction thereof, nor give its recognition to any new 
institution as a college within a radius of one thou- 
sand miles of those already recognized, nor to any. 
academy or seminary within a radius of five hun- 
dred miles of any recognized school. This restric- 
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' tion does not apply to schools, one located in the 
United States and the other in Canada. 

_ $240. The board has power to investigate the ed- 
ucational standards of accredited schools and re- 
quires an annual financial report from each. 


VII. ANNUAL CONFERENCE BOARD 


4241. Hach annual conference is permitted to or- 

ganize an annual conference board of education. 
This board must consist of at least one and not more 
than three preachers and an equal number of lay- 
men elected by the annual conference. 
' 9 242. It is the duty of this board to organize ac- 
cording to the Discipline, to hold at least one meet- 
ing a year for the promotion of educational inter- 
ests within the conference, to provide for the visita- 
tion each year of the educational institutions with 
which it is associated, to present the cause of edu- 
eation to the annual conference and to assist in 
raising money for educational purposes. 

7 243. It is made the duty of every pastor to take 

-a public collection once a year in each of his congre- 
gations, for educational purposes; and also to de- 
vote one Sabbath in June each year to a religious 

service for the children, at which a collection is to 
be taken and reported to conference under the head 
of “Children’s Fund.” All other educational money 
shall be reported under the head of “General Edu- ; 
eational Fund.” 

7 244. All moneys raised for educational pur- 
poses must be sent to the treasurer of this board. 
Accredited young men and women of the Free Meth- 
odist Church who feel called of God to ministerial 





72 A DIGEST OF FREE METHODIST LAW 


or missionary work or teaching In our scheels may 
receive aid from these funds to preeure educational 
training for their work. according to the previsiens 
of the Discipline. 

7 245. Bequests and deeds af property for educa- 
tional purposes may be made te either “The Board 
of Education of the Free Methodist Chureh of 
North America.” er to “The Free Methodist General 
Conference of North America.” Both are empowered 
to hold property for the aforesaid purpose. 


VOI. CLAIMANTS AND CLAIMS 


246. This board is composed of the members of 
the executive committee. Its funds are known as 
the “conference claimants’ fund.” 

{ 247. The claimants upon this fund are super: 
annuated preachers, superannuated missionaries in 
foreign lands, and the widows and children of the 
deceased preachers and missionaries, who are with- 
out sufficient means of support. 

{ 248. The allowance of a Superannuated preach- 
er is based on the years of effective service ren- 
dered after having been received into the confer- 
ence in full connection. In estimating his allow- 
ance those years during which he was left without 
an appointment, or was on the supernumerary or 
Superannuated list, or in any other way prevented 
‘from doing “effective work,” must be counted out. 

7249. If a preacher withdraws from the chureh, 
or is expelled, all rights and claims are forfeited ; 
and should he be readmitted to the chureh and con- 
ference, and afterward be Superannuated, those 
years during which he served the ehurch before his 
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withdrawal or expulsion must not be counted in es- 


timating his allowance. If a traveling preacher 
shall take a certificate of location, and later be made 
- effective, the years served previous to his location 
- shall not be counted except upon the recommenda- 


tion of his annual conference. 
7 250. Great care should be exercised by the con- 


that only those who are both worthy and needy be 


placed upon the superannuated list, with claims. 


This committee should not allow their sympathies 


as for one class of persons to so influence them that 


they shall do an injustice to another class who, so 
freely and in many cases so self-sacrificingly, fur- 
' nish the money for this sacred trust fund. The num- 
_ ber of claimants is steadily increasing, and unless 


; oe due caution is exercised the church will find herself 


unable to meet the demand upon this fund. 
9251. All applications for aid from this fund are 
required to be made on carefully prepared blanks, 


_ furnished by the publishing house. 


4 252. The same provision applies to the widows 


Ghurch. In ease, however, a minister marries after 
- being superannuated, no claim is allowed his widow 
or children, the issue of such marriage. 

7 253. Orphans of deceased preachers who are 
without sufficient means of support, are allowed a 
yearly sum from the funds of this board until they 
arrive at fourteen years of age. The sum allowed 
is fixed by the conference of which the deceased 


_ preacher was a member, and in no case can it ex- 


ceed thirty-six dollars for each child. The allowance 
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of traveling and superannuated preachers, so long — 
as they remain members of the Free Methodist 











74. A DIGEST OF FREE METHODIST LAW 


for superannuated foreign missionaries is fixed by 
the general missionary board at its annual meeting. 

254. Hach annual conference is earnestly recom- 
mended to provide houses for the use of the super- 
annuated preachers or the widows of preachers. 
Persons having property to devote to beneficent pur- 
poses are requested to deed a portion of it for the 
_benefit of superannuated preachers. In bequeathing 
or deeding property for this special purpose the in- 
corporate name of the conference whose claimants 
the donor designs to benefit must be used. If the 
conference is not incorporated, the property should 
be bequeathed or deeded to the Board of Conference 
Claimants of the Free Methodist Church of North 
America to be held in trust for the use and benefit 
of the claimants of the given conference. 

7 255. The amount necessary for the support of 
all the claimants is provided for by a pro rata ap- 
portionment upon the entire membership of the 
church and is raised by conference collections. 

7256. To prevent neglect in raising this fund the 
Discipline provides that “Any annual conference 
deficient in its collections shall have the amount of 
its deficiency deducted from the amount of its ap- 
propriation by the board,” 


IX. CHURCH EXTENSION SOCIETY 


1 257. The executive committee constitutes this 
society. Its object is to aid needy societies in the 
erection of churches. Bach conference appoints an- 
nually a society of five members which is auxiliary 
to the general society, and has charge of all the 
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work of the church extension and aid society within 
its bounds. a 

7258. The treasurer of the general missionary 
board is treasurer of this society to whom all 
moneys raised for church extension purposes must 
be remitted. It is the duty of the conference so- 
ciety to arrange for a collection at each appointment 
on every circuit, to be forwarded to the treasurer of 
the church extension society. 

4 259. Any society desiring aid must make appli- 
cation according to blanks furnished by the pub- 
lishing house, in which the applicant is required to 
give the size of the society and congregation, value 
of site, description of building, estimated cost, 
amount of means secured, validity and nature of ti- 
tle, and any other information that the general so- 
ciety may require. 

7 260. All applications for aid must first be ap- 
proved by the conference society and then sub- 
mitted to the general society at its annual meeting. 

7261. By a rule of the general society, if an ap- 
propriation is made to any church and the condi- 
tions of receiving such appropriation are not met 
within two years it becomes void unless renewed. 

7 262. All bequests and donations to this society 
must be made to the “Church Extension Society of 
the Free Methodist Church of North America.” 

4 263. If a church which has received aid from 
the funds of this board shall afterward be sold, it 
shall pay back to this board an amount equal to the 
aid received, unless the full amount received from 
such sale shall be used on the same circuit and for 
the same purpose. 
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X. CHURCH AND PARSONAGE AID SOCIETY 


{ 264.. The executive committee constitutes the 
Church and Parsonage Aid Society of the Free 
Methodist Church of North America. Its object is 
to aid churches or societies in rebuilding churches 
or parsonages which have been partially or totally 
destroyed. Its provisions apply only to church pbuild- 
ings and parsonages. 

1265. The annual conference church extension — 
society constitutes the conference church and par- 
sonage aid society, which is auxiliary to the general 
society, and must pass upon all applications for aid 
arising from loss of or damage to church or par- 
sonage property within the conference. 

266. The provisions of this society extend to , 
district parsonages, and to homes for superannuated 
' preachers when owned by the annual conference. 

{ 267. The amount of aid given to any church or 
society can only be equal to one half the loss sus- } 
tained, and in no case more than one thousand dol- — 
lars. ty ie: 

{ 268. The elder of the district, the pastor of the 
church sustaining the loss and three persons ap- 
pointed by the official board of said church consti- 
tute a board of appraisers, who are required to send ' 
an estimate of the loss sustained to the conference 
society. The adjustment of the claim requires the 
concurrent action of the general and conference gso- 
cieties. The funds of the society are provided for 
by an apportionment of ten cents a member, 


XI. BOARD OF CHARITIES AND BENEVOLENCES 


{ 269. This board is composed of the members of 
the general missionary board, together with the su- 
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perintendents of the Gerry Homes, the Woodstock 
Homes and the Life Line Orphanage. 


7270. Its object is to encourage and regulate the 
works of charity within the church. It has the gen- 
eral oversight of the charitable and benevolent in- 
stitutions operating in, and soliciting aid from, the 
Free Methodist Church and decides upon their finan- 


cial standing, plan of operation, character and 


amount of work done, and what institutions shall 
receive the endorsement of the church. It has power 


' to regulate the establishment of charitable institu- 


tions within the church, and all accredited institu- 
tions are required to report annually to this board. 

4 271.. Hach pastor is required to preach at least 
once a year at each appointment where classes exist 
on the subject of practical charity, and to take an 


Me offering for the poor. The proceeds of this offering 


are to be used for the relief of the poor on the cir- 


cuit. If there are none needing help, it shall be sent 


to some accredited institution within the pero 
ing territory of the circuit. 


XII. GENERAL CONFERENCE EVANGELISTIC BOARD , 


4 272. ‘The general conference evangelistic board 
‘is composed of the bishops and the general confer- 


~ ence evangelists. 


7273. It has authority to raise funds, employ 
evangelists, band workers and helpers, and to plan 


for and carry on- aggressive evangelism throughout 


the church. 
4274. Hach annual conference is required to or- 
ganize an evangelistic board to carry on aggressive 


evangelistic work within its bounds. It has author- 
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ity to raise funds, employ evangelists and band 
workers-and is responsible for the support of the 
workers whom it employs. 


XIII. TRUSTEES 


{ 275. All titles to the property of the Free Meth- 
odist Church, whether used for meeting-houses, 
school-houses, parsonages or for other purposes, are 
held by a board of trustees in trust for the use of 
the membership of the church. 

7276. The law of the church provides that not — 
less than three nor more than nine persons shall 
constitute a board of trustees, at least two-thirds of 
whom shall be members of the Free Methodist 
Church. 

(277. The trustees are elected at a regularly, 
called meeting of the society, except where the civil 
statutes. prescribe a specific mode of election. They 
hold their office for one year or until their sue- 
cessors are elected. ; 

{ 278. Hach board should have a president, -secre- 
tary and treasurer elected from their own number. 
While it is lawful to have a separate board of trus-_ 
tees for each piece of property held by the church, 
it is more desirable and practicable to have all the 
property of any given society—both church and par- 
sonage—held by one board. 

1279. The duties of the board of trustees re- 
late entirely to the property of the church. Litas 
their duty to see that the titles are good, that they 
conform to the Discipline and to the statutes of the 
state or territory, and are properly recorded ; to 
care for the property, direct all expenditures for re- 
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pairs, improvements and renovations as ordered by 
the society. ; 
7280. The powers of trustees are necessarily lim- 
ited: They hold in trust the property of the church, 
and their authority is subordinate to the purpose of 
those who created the trust. They can not divert 
the funds entrusted to them to other purposes than 
those for which they were committed to their care. 
‘4 281. Trustees can not accept a deed which con- 


tains a reversion clause, nor sell, mortgage or en- 


cumber church property for current expenses. They 
must not erect church buildings on leased ground, 
except as provided for in the section of the Disci- 
pline on “rection of Churches.” They are required 


- to see that all houses of worship erected for the 


ehureh be built “plain and neat, without steeples, 


no more expensive than is absolutely required for 


comfort, convenience and stability, and with all 
seats free.’ They can not prevent any preacher duly 


~ authorized according to the Discipline of the Free 


Methodist Church holding religious services in the 
church, if conducted according to the Discipline. Any 


- dissatisfaction that may exist in the society with 


any preacher regularly appointed will not authorize 
the trustees to close the church against him. 

4 282. All church property is held in trust by the 
trustees for the purposes specified in the Discipline, 
and they have no right to use it or permit it to be 
used for purposes at variance with the object for 
which it was acquired. 

7 283. The courts have decided that “corporations 
created for a specific object have no power to take 
and hold real estate for purposes wholly foreign to 
that object.” 
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284. The consent of both the preacher in charge 
and a majority of the trustees must be given before 
any other denomination can hold stated appoint- 
ments in any Free Methodist Church. ety 

{ 285. A person may be a trustee on a charge in 
which he does not hold’ his membership, but such — 
trusteeship would not constitute him a member of 
any official board. His membership in the official 
board must be where he has his church member- _ 
ship, and that by virtue of some official relation to _ 
ae that charge. . 
RGN 7286. If a trustee who is a member of the 
church ‘ceases, for any reason, to be a member _ 

among us, the society may declare his place in the 
board vacant, except in states or territories where 
the law will not allow this to be done. The Disci- 
pline specifically requires that at least two-thirds of ~ 
the board be members of the Free Methodist Church. | “y 
Should the members of the church on the board be _ 
reduced to less than a majority of two-thirds its va- _ 
lidity would be destroyed. i 

{ 287. The Discipline requires each board to 
make a full report to the annual circuit meeting of tg 
all business transacted and of the financial condi- 
tion of the property in their care. This duty should 

. not be neglected. 
ry ' § 288. Houses of worship and their furniture are 

exempt from taxation in many of the states of the 
Union. 

{ 289. Should a society cease to exist, the board 
of trustees become extinct and the church property 
be abandoned, it then becomes the duty of the an- 
nual conference within the bounds of which the 
church is located to take possession of such property 
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i hare is an incorporated Board of Trus- 
s of the Free Methodist Church of North Amer- 
composed of six members, elected by the Gen- 


ae Pie term of office of three mem- 


vith ‘hes direction of the donors and under the | 
tion of the General Conference, and to exercise | 











CHAPTHR V 


MEANS OF GRACE 


7 291. The Free Methodist Church does not be- — 
lieve in mere formal worship; yet from the begin- 
ning we have had certain forms and means which 


can not be used with sincerity of purpose without — } 


profit. And the more faithfully they are observed 
the greater and more rapid will be the spiritual 
growth of the church. 


I. PUBLIC WORSHIP 


q 292. In order. to promote uniformity in our ser- 
vices throughout the connection, the General Confer- . 
ence established an order for public worship. It is 


important that our preachers observe the order of 


the Discipline, which is as follows: 
“1. The morning and afternoon service shall con- 


sist of singing, prayer, the reading of the Seriptures _ 


and preaching. 2, The evening service shall consist 
of singing, prayer and preaching.” _ 

{ 2938. In administering the ordinances and in the 
burial of the dead, preachers should be careful not 
to establish an order of their own different from 
that given by authority. As a rule such irregulari- 


ties should be avoided and the form of the Discipline _ ; 


observed. The apostolic benediction should be used. 
in dismissing the congregation. 


[82] 








Il. SINGING 


3 _ | § 294. This is a means of grace that the church 
| can not afford to delegate to a select number. It is 
a part of divine worship’in which all should be free 
to unite. Congregational singing is universal in the 

Free Methodist Church. The tendency of choir sing- 

ing and instrumental music to monopolize this 
_ branch of worship, to produce lightness and irrever- 

ence in singing, and to create strife and discord, is 

so great that their use in our public worship is not 
allowed. 

{ 295. In order to ayoid formality in singing, the 
Discipline advises that such hymns be chosen as are 
appropriate for the occasion, that tunes suited to 
the sentiment be selected, that the singing be not 
too long at one time and that the people be not suf- 
fered to sing too slowly. 

{ 296. It is the duty of every preacher in charge 
to see that due attention is given to the cultivation 
of vocal and sacred music, and that “in all cases the 
_ Free Methodist Hymnal be used in the regular 
- services.” Eyery Free Methodist pulpit and every 
‘family of the church should be supplied with the 

church hymnal, and its use in the regular services 

made general. 















Ill. CLASS MEETINGS 


4 297. Class meetings originated with Methodism. 
They haye always been a powerful bond of union 
among the membership, and they have usually been 
considered a spiritual thermometer, indicating the 
condition of the church. 

4 298. Originally about twelve persons were put 
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into a class. With us in many places it is not prac- 


tical to have so few, and most classes are composed 
of more. 





7299. There is no set time for holding class 


meetings. For city and town appointments the best 


time seems to be a week night. If held on Sunday 


and after the preaching service it is better to have 





a separate room from that in which preaching is | 


held. 
q¢ 3800. All members of our church are expected to 


attend. Any who neglect or refuse to do so should 
be. faithfully but carefully labored with by the class ‘ge 
leader and by the pastor. If any persist, such non- 
attendance may be made the basis of charges. Be- _ 
fore proceeding to that measure, however, care age 
should be exercised to learn if there is ndt an ade- — 
quate cause for not attending. If a member loses 


his experience to such an extent that he ‘really has. 
no desire for a properly and spiritually conducted | 


class meeting, there will soon be other and more ) 


serious manifestations of such loss. It is not a 
usual occurrence that non-attendance on class Wo 
ings should: be the only basis for charges. 

7301. Probationers as well as full members are 


expected to attend. Usually class meetings should © 

















not exceed an hour in length. If held longer, they 


are liable to become dry, wearisome and profitless. 

7 302. As a rule only members of our church at-— 
tend class meetings, but seriously disposed persons, 
though not members, should be encouraged to at- 
tend, especially when class meetings follow -preach- 
ing service in the same room. There might. be cir- 
cumstances in which it would be desirable that the 


leader should meet only members of his class. In 


< 
‘ 
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such case the leader has authority to exclude all 
who are not members. 


IV. BAPTISM 


308. The church regards baptism as a Christian 
- ordinance, to be perpetuated as such to the end of 
time, and has provided a form for its administra- 


a _ tion. The form is appropriate and impressive and 


its essential parts should never be omitted or modi- 
fied. 
- 9304. All true believers in Christ, who have not 


* been baptized, are recognized by the- church as 
Bs Dreper subjects for baptism. The act is not for the 


“remission of sins,’ but is a sign of regeneration, or 
the new birth. 

4 305. Children are held as subjects for baptism. 
The Discipline says, ‘‘The baptism of young children 

is to be retained in the church.” Every scriptural 
reference to children is such as to make children 
subjects for this ordinance. Their right thereto is 
based, not on their relation to believing parents, but 
on “their relation to the kingdom of God by virtue 
of the unconditional benefits of the atonement.”’ The 
Discipline makes it the duty of pastors to “instruct 
- parents to dedicate their children to the Lord, in 
- baptism, as early as convenient.” 

7306. The mode of baptism is not regarded by 
the church as vitally essential. The application of 
water in any of the usual modes to a proper sub- 
ject, by a proper administrator, in the name of the 


a Father, Son and Holy Ghost, is all that is essential 


v to the yalidity of the ordinance. Adult persons and 
_the parents of each child to be baptized, are allowed 
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by the law of the church to have the choice of im- 
mersion, sprinkling or pouring. 

4 307. It sometimes occurs that persons obtain- 
ing clear experiences under our ministry, who were 
baptized by ministers of some organization which. 
they regard as apostate or unchristian, become dis- 
satisfied and can not believe themselves baptized, 
While the Discipline does not make provision to 





meet such cases, yet they should not be deprived of — . 


the ordinance. 

4 308. Persons baptized in infancy sometimes be- 
come dissatisfied with infant baptism and desire to 
receive the ordinance in some other mode. To grat- 
ify such desire is regarded by some as tending to 
discredit the validity of infant baptism, but our . 
practise has been to allow persons so dissatisfied to 
receive the ordinance in any way that would satisfy 
their conscience. its 

7 309. Persons baptized in infancy are required, 
when they are admitted to full membership, to give 
public assent to the baptismal covenant. 


Vv. THE LORD’S SUPPER 


7 310. This sacrament was instituted by our Lord 
and is to be perpetuated by the church as a memo- 
rial of His sufferings and a sign of His presence 
with His people. The Christian observes this ordin- 
ance as an expression of his trust in Christ’s atone- 
ment and his love and fellowship for all the people 
of God. 

7311. Transubstantiation, or the change of the 
bread and wine in the supper, as held by the church 
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of Rome, is contrary to the scriptures and has given 
rise to many superstitions. 

~ 9312. It is the duty as well as privilege of all 
Christians to celebrate the Lord’s supper, and they 
can not be guiltless who wilfully neglect this means 


- of grace. Its habitual neglect is made a' matter of 


discipline the same as any other neglect of duty. 
The Discipline does not determine how often this 
ordinance shall be administered in each congrega- 
tion, but it is the usage of the .chureh to give it once 
a quarter in connection with the quarterly meeting. 
The membership is required to observe it “regular- 
ly,” with “solemn prayer” and “deliberate self-de- 
votion.” : : 

7313. .No great importance is attached to the 
form of the administration; yet to promote uni- 
- formity throughout the church the General Confer- 
ence has given an order for this sacred service. If 
straitened for time the elder is at liberty to omit 
any part of the ceremony. But the prayers, conse- 
eration, and thanksgiving should be used when at all 
practicable. It has the appearance of presumption 
for an administrator to set aside the form provided 
by the General Conference and substitute one of his 
own. 

q 314. The church observes the kneeling posture 
in veceiving the elements. Yet no vital importance 
is attached to the attitude. 

7315. The Discipline requires that the adminis- 
trator “exercise due care that no person known to 
be living an immoral life or to be guilty of any dis- 
reputable practise be admitted to the Lord’s tuble.” 
All Christians have a right to the table of the Lord, 
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Members of other evangelical churches, as well as 
the members of our own church, who are included 
in the general invitation are allowed to partake of 
the Lord’s supper among us. Unitarians and all 





others who reject the sacrificial death of Christ, to- — 


gether with all who do not obey the gospel and have x 
_ not an honest purpose to live a holy life, are not in- — 
vited to share this sacred ordinance. None who truly 


“repent of their sins, and are in love and charity 
with their neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, 
following the commandments of God, and walking 
henceforth in His holy ways, ” can eee be 
excluded. 


1316; The Discipline forbids the use of intgel 


cating wine in celebrating the Lord’s supper, and 
makes it the duty of the stewards to provide unfer- 
mented juice of the grape for sacramental purposes. 
The “fruit of the vine” is the true emblem of the 
shed blood, and by a little forethought and proper 
effort the use of other preparations will not be nec- 


essary. The scriptures do not require the use of un- 


leavened bread in this sacrament. 


VI. MARRIAGE 


{ 3817. When a minister of the gospel performs a 
marriage ceremony, it becomes a religious rite. The 


form provided in the Discipline for this service is. 


to be preferred by every Free Methodist minister. 
Circumstances may at times require some variation, 
but the essential parts which “bind the covenanting 
parties” and call special attention to the mutual ob- 
ligations which the marriage relation imposes, must 
not be left out nor seriously modified, 


ix 
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4318. All’ ordained ministers are authorized to 
solemnize marriages. The Discipline provides that 
“among our unordained preachers only those in 
charge of circuits by the appointment of a stationing 
committee may solemnize marriage. This rule'shall 
apply only in those states whose laws permit unor- 
dained preachers to perform such ceremony.” 

4319. Some states do not allow non-resident min- 
isters to perform the marriage ceremony within 
‘their limits. Preachers who contemplate performing 
this service outside of the state in which they re- 
side should be careful to inform themselves in this 
matter. 

: 7320. The law of the church forbids our preach- 
ers officiating at the marriage of any person who is 
under eighteen years of age without the consent of 
the parents or guardians. It is also a violation of 
the Discipline to officiate at the marriage of a per- 
son who has been divorced contrary to the law of 

’ divorce recognized in the chapter on “Marriage and 

Divorce.” , 


CHAPTER VI 


JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION 


OBJECT OF CHURCH. DISCIPLINE 


eek. in every well- sens pearelely: The church bis 
no exception co this jaw. 


--wise administration is imperative to secure all-round 
justice. — 
q 322. The bitterly wrong could not properly. he 
confronted in disciplinary relation with the bitterly 
right or mechanically, es ‘but scriptural oe ae ; 


honor of the church and the well- -being of. the 
offender. The Bible, by far the best book on eccle- ; 
siastical law, prescribes both the personal aus the am 
dex aarrar la coutse to Js taken. . 


“hort with all ace 7a doctrine :” 1 dete say 
thians 6:1, “Dare any of. you, having a matter 
against another, 80 to law before the unjust, and not — 
- before the saints ;” Matthew 18: 15-17, “Moreover if 
_ thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell & 
him a fault between thee and him alone; he 
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shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But 
if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or 
two more, that in the mouth of two or three wit- 
nesses every word may be established. And if he 
neglect to hear them, tell it to the church: but if he 
neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as 
a heathen man and a publican.” Let him be as a 
heathen man and a publican is a description of a 
man unchurched because of his moral unfitness for 
membership in the church, and this, whether in a . 
ease of personal trespass or a sin especially against 
the body politic. 

7 323. The right of trial by an impartial tribunal 
and right of appeal are inherent in minister or mem- 
ber. 

7324. The judicial authority of the church is not 
to be invoked to settle personal differences unless 
they involve a violation of her laws. 


CHAPTER VII 
PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 


{ 825. Sinful tempers, words or actions; neglect 
of duties; dissemination of false doctrines as guaged 
by our Articles of Religion ;:. sowing dissension; re- 
fusing to abide by a second arbitration; brother go- 
ing to law with brother; extravagance or speculation 
in business involving others’ rights; dishonesty ; con- 
tracting debts fraudulently ; slander; lying; persis-~ 
tent imprudence after visitation and warning; im- 
moral conduct; in short, anything that according to 
a time-honored phrase, “would exclude from the 
kingdom of grace and glory,” including a reckless 
abandonment of work by a minister or culpable ab- 
senteeism from the means of grace, calls for calm 
and vigorous treatment by investigation, and, if nec- 
essary, trial and penalty if the guilt be proved. 


I. TRAVELING PREACHERS 


{ 326. If a charge of immorality. or unchristian 
conduct is brought against a minister in the inter- 
val of the annual conferences, the district elder shall 
call a committee of not less than three nor more 
than six traveling preachers and an equal number 
of laymen to investigate the case. Formulated 
charges with definite specifications, at least ten days’ 
notification to the accused and a copy of the charges, 


[92] 
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the right to challenge for cause, but not on the basis : 


, of mere bias, and with decision by the president, 


counsel within the church, appointment of secretary 


by the president and limitation of the committee to 














a 











acquittal or suspension after due form of trial, must 


- rule the procedure. 


7 327. The president passes upon questions of 
law; the committee, on facts ascertained by wit- 


-nesses and not on those of private report. Convic- 


tion can not turn on the testimony of a single wit- 
ness unless there is corroborative evidence. 

7328. If the accused be a district elder, three of 
the preachers of his district shall inquire into the 
nature of the report, hear the evidence, visit the dis-’ 
trict elder and hear any explanation he may have to 


make, and, if not satisfied, call in the district elder 
- of an adjoining district who shall conduct the inves- 


tigation as above. The expenses of the invited dis- 
trict elder shall be paid by the quarterly conference. 
1329. No official function shall be exercised by 


| a person under penalty except trusteeship where the 
laws of the state will not allow voidance. 


7 330. Case of absentees. With the consent of 


accuser and accused the preliminary investigation in » 
_ the case of a preacher residing outside the bounds 


of his annual conference may be conducted by the 
district elder of the district within whose bounds he 
resides and the record sent to his conference. 

7331. A committee of three preachers and three 
laymen called by district elder or bishop may sus- 
pend ‘until the annual conference a traveling preach- 
er who neglects or refuses except under unavoidable 
circumstances to do the work assigned him by the 
annual conference. 
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Il. COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL RELATIONS 


{ 832. The committee on ministerial relations has 
the sanction of custom and utility. It differs from 
the other forms of preliminary investigation in that 
it has no form of trial, but rather of inquiry to as- 





certain if a trial is necessary, and is appointed at — 4 


the annual conference session. The conference may 
accept or reject its report. 

1.333. The Discipline makes no provision for pre- 
liminary investigation in the case of bishops. 


Ill. LOCAL PREACHERS 


7 334. In case of gross immorality the district 
elder shall call a committee of five or more members 
of the quarterly conference before whom the ac-. 
cused shall appear and answer to the charge. Ten 
days’ notification, copy of charges to the accused, 
presidency of the district elder, or for cause another 


elder appointed by the bishop who presided at the . a 


last conference, trial form, counsel, witnesses, chal- 
lenge for cause and secretary to keep the record, 
must be the order. If suspension is chad, the accused 
must be cited to appear before the next quarterly 
conference. Investigation may in all cases pro- 
ceed in the voluntary absence of the accused. 

1335. A majority vote decides in. all cases 
whether of investigation or of regular trial. 

7 3386. Acquittal by an investigating committee 
does not necessarily preclude a regular trial. 

1337. There is no valid reason why trials of 
every kind should not be held behind closed doors. 
Morbid curiosity or violent or prejudiced partisan- 
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ship can only embarrass the case, and may even 
‘militate against a righteous result. 


Iv. LAY MEMBERS 


7338. Violation of the general rules and terms of 
membership call for preliminary inquiry by those 
in charge. Wesley wisely says, ‘““We will admonish 
him of the error of his way. We will bear with 
him for a season. But if then he repent not, he 
hath no more a place among us. We have delivered 
our souls.” 

The neglect of the means of grace—class meeting, 
’ prayer meeting, preaching, the Lord’s supper, fam- 
ily worship, subject the erring to reproof and admo- 
nition by those in charge and, if the evil is per- 
sisted in, trial or withdrawal must follow. 

So also fraudulent dealings must be inquired in- 
to and disciplinary proceedings instituted. A com- 
mittee of two or three judicious members should be 
appointed to examine the case of a member failing 
in business or contracting debts which he is unable 
to pay. If fraud is found, the disciplinary course 
must be further carried out. 

So also on complaint for non-payment of debt a 
committee of at least three, appointed by the preach- , 
er in charge, shall confer with the debtor and deter- 
mine as to further time for payment. If he refuses 
to comply with the decision of the committee, he 
may be expelled by course of trial. A creditor who 
will not comply with the committee’s decision is also 
subject to trial. 

-§ 339. The loving, judicious pastor who watches 
oyer souls as one that must give account will gen- 
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erally be able to win back to righteousness the err- 
ing member. If this should fail, the appointment of 
a committee by the official board is provided for and 
this procedure is along the general lines of Matthew 
18: 15-17. After that a trial if it must be. But bet- 
ter still a withdrawal from membership. 


VY. ARBITRATIONS 


7340. In case of disputes concerning payment of 
debts or other matters not involving personal char- 
acter, and which can not be. settled by the parties 
concerned, the ‘preacher in charge shall make in- 
quiry, and recommend a reference to one arbiter 
chosen by the plaintiff, one by the defendant and 
one chosen by the other arbiters, all members of the 
church. 

If one of the parties is dissatisfied at the decision, 
application may be made to the ensuing quarterly 
conference, which shall grant a second arbitration. 
each party choosing two arbiters arid the four choos- 
ing a fifth. Hither party refusing to abide by the 
decision shall be expelled from fhe church by due 
course of trial. 

So also if a member shall refuse arbitration in 
the above-mentioned cases, when recommended by 
the preacher in charge, or enter into a lawsuit un- 
less the case strictly demands it, he shall be sub- 
ject: to trial and expulsion. 


3 
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CHAPTER VIII 
ACTIONABLE CASES 


4341. The state takes cognizance of crime; the 
church, of sin.. The former guards carefully life and 
property and society rights. The latter goes much 
further, in that it also enforces the divine code as 
given in the sacred Scriptures. 

Hyil is so palpably evil that its unmistakable in- 
fluence is shed in the zone of the erring. Neglect 
of the means of grace casts its baneful shadow upon 
all concerned. The sowing of dissension bears its 
dreadful fruitage early, and proclaims aloud the mo- 
tive. Immoral conduct in preacher or layman pleads 
quickly for the church’s clearing of itself. Dishon- 
esty in business is so destructive of the well-being of 
the church that it should by no means be tolerated. 
Imprudence in social circles must be plainly dealt 
with by the administrator with a view to its cessa- 


- tion, and if persisted in, the course is most plain. 


Dissemination of false doctrine is directly subver- 
sive of the life of the church and cannot be con- 
doned within her pale. These evils and many besides 
have from time to time crept into the church and in- 
jured her peace. The abandonment of his work by 
a traveling preacher, too, works confusion and harm. 
To pass by evil is to bring discredit upon adminis- 


. trators and the church itself, while to proceed scrip- 
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turally and wisely is to maintain the church’s honor 
and the sacred majesty of law. ; 

In the original Methodist societies when admission 
to the class meeting was by ticket, an unworthy 
member could be excluded from membership in the 


society by non-renewal of the ticket at the quarterly. ‘ 
visitation. In our day settlement of the case out of eu 


court, if at all possible by deep repentance or prompt 





withdrawal, would be incomparably better than a 


trial with its personal prejudices and its necessary 
excitements. 


I. CHARGES 


q 342. Charges and specifications must be very 


clearly drawn with perfect agreement between the 


general and the particular, although a slight error 
as in-spelling or circumstance must be no bar to pro- 
ceedings. No ambiguous or irrelevant matter should 
be included, but a calm, unimpassioned and unargu- 
mentative statement of the case, and the matter of 
each charge must be related. to penalty, and that 
penalty fitting the nature of the charge. The time 


and place of the commission of the acts must, if pos- 
sible, be given except in such cases where time and 


place are not important. 

4 343. Charges must be signed in the name of the 
chureh and by a member of the church. If no mem- 
ber will take the responsibility, the preacher in 
charge of a society may sign, and in that case the 
district elder should appoint another preacher to 
preside at the trial. 

7 344. An administrator must not decline to en- 
tertain a valid charge and shall himself be Hable for 
action if he does so. 
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{ 345. Frivolous, fanatical or malicious charges 
are to be refused by the administrator. A member 
can not, while his character is under arrest, bring 
charges against another. 

4 346. The person bringing charges or the presi- 
dent of the tribunal must furnish an accused 
preacher with a copy of the charges at least ten 
days before the trial. Fourteen days is the mini- 
“mum in the case of a member. A trial may be held 

earlier in each case by common agreement. If the 

~ accused can not be found, a copy of the charges left 
at his usual place of residence is a sufficient cita- 
tion. 


if 
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e.. (347. The presiding officer at the trial has no 
4 right to throw out of the bill of charges any speci- 
__._ fication which is actionable under the rules of the 
4 Discipline, but an annual or quarterly conference 


may dismiss a part or the whole of the bill of 
charges, as it may judge proper. 

4 348. Charges may be amended at the opening of 

a trial if a more intelligible form is necessary, but 

no new subject matter can be introduced; however, 
a charge or specification or the entire bill of charges 
may, with the consent of the accused, be withdrawn 
before a verdict is rendered. In no other phase of 
the case is the accused allowed to vote. 

7 349. Any claim to a bar of proceedings must be 
presented at the opening of the trial or it is neces- 
sarily waived. 





e 


ye Tl. CHANGE UF VENUE 


4 7350. Plaintiff or defendant may request a 
4 change of venue. The reasons must be given in writ- 
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ing, and the presiding officer may, if the reasons are 
valid, grant the request and decide as to the body 
before which the case shall be tried. The case shall 
be tried at the first meeting of that ecclesiastical 
body and its president shall preside. 


Ill, TRIAL COMMITTEES 


351. Trials may take place in open conference, 
annual or quarterly, as the case may be, but usage 
has for obvious reasons been otherwise. A nominat- 
ing committee may nominate the trial committee. 
The conference elects, and the challenge for cause 
must be exercised while the appointment of the com- 
mittee is. before the conference. In the case of the 
trial of a traveling preacher the lowest number ad- 
missible for the committee is four of each kind— 
ministers and laymen. 

7352. In the trial of a local preacher, evangelist 
or preacher on trial in an annual conference, the 
committee, consisting of laymen, must not be less 
than five nor more than nine. In the trial of a lay- 
man the society shall elect a committee of not less 
than five nor more than nine laymen. In all eases 
the members of the trial committee must belong to 
the church and that in full connection. Intelligence, 
piety and a strong sense of justice should charac- 
terize all the members of a trial committee. 

7 358. If a society to which an accused member 
belongs refuses to appoint a committee to try the 
ease, the quarterly conference may do so. If a suit- 
able committee can not be had on the charge, a com- 
mittee may be selected from any society in the con- 
ference. : 


44 


CHAPTER IX 
PENALTIBS 


7 354. For gross offences, duly evidenced, expul- 
sion should undoubtedly be the penalty. In other 
cases, even after conviction, clemency may be shown 
provided such clemency shall fulfil the end of the 
Discipline. Genuine repentance may be met by the 
forgiveness of the offender if the majesty of the 
law and the good of the church can thereby be sub- 
served. Ecclesiastical law differs from civil law in 
that expulsion from the church is the highest pen- 
alty that the church can inflict. For maladministra- 
tion, censure or reproof is the highest penalty, ex- 
cept it be a case of gross maladministration. 

4 355. Decrees of ecclesiastical courts are held by 
civil courts to be valid. 


I. PREACHERS IN FULL MEMBERSHIP 


74356. A preacher in full membership may in 
penalty be reproved or censured, suspended for one 
ecclesiastical year, or expelled according to the gray- 
ity of the case. 


II, LOCAL PREACHERS, EVANGELISTS, ANNUAL CONFER- 
ENCE PROBATIONERS, AND DEACONESSES 


7357. The penalty of a local preacher, evangel- 
ist, annual conference probationer or deaconess may 
[101] 
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be reproof or censure, suspension for one ecclesiasti- 
cal year, or expulsion. They can not be placed on 
probation. 


III. MEMBERS 


4 358. The penalty in the case of a member is re- 
proof or censure, being placed on probation not ex- 
ceeding six months or expulsion. 


IV. ECCLESIASTICAL STATUS OF PERSONS UNDER PENALTY 


7359. Any preacher in full membership, local 
preacher or evangelist, or member, upon whom a 
weightier penalty than reproof or censure shall be 
inflicted for the neglect of duties required by the 
Word of God or the indulgence of sinful tempers, 
words or actions, shall vacate all offices and surren- 
der to the secretary of the body to which he is ame- 
nable all credentials held by action of the church. 

4 360. If an ordained elder or deacon shall refuse 
to surrender his credentials of ordination when law- 
fully required to do so, he thereby forfeits his 
parchments, and, at its first session thereafter, his 
annual conference shall declare them forfeited. 


V. RESTORATION OF CREDENTIALS 


7361. An annual conference preacher may, at 
the option of the annual conference holding them, 
have his credentials restored by satisfactory evi- 
dence of amendment and by the presentation of a 
certificate of recommendation from the quarterly 
conference of the charge where he resides or from 
an annual conference which may have received him 
on trial. 
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4362. The credentials of ordination of local el- 
der or deacon may be restored by the annual confer- 
ence on the presentation of a certificate of restora; 
tion signed by the president and secretary of his 
quarterly conference. 


VI.. RESTORATION OF A MEMBER 


74363. After repentance and full satisfaction to 
the society concerned, the expelled member may 
join the church on probation, and after an honorable 
and consistent probation may be restored to member- 
ship in full. Full membership may be restored by 
vote of the society to a member who after the trial 
is proved innocent and who was unjustly expelled. 


CHAPTER X 
FORMS OF PROCEDURE 


I. RECORDS OF PROCEEDINGS 


{ 364. It is the duty of a presiding officer in a 
trial to appoint a secretary to keep a complete rec- 
ord of the proceedings. Everything offered in testi- 
mony, either oral or documentary, is to be recorded, 
properly arranged, and preserved. No minister or 
member can be deprived of the right of an appeal; 
and since the appeal can only be heard on the rec- 
ord of the original trial, that record should be made 
and preserved with the utmost care. Presiding offi- 
cers who are responsible for the selection of a sec- 
retary should see that the record is full, accurate 
and in good condition. 


II. GENERAL PRINCIPLES 


1365. The rule is that the “burden of proof” de- 
volves on the plaintiff. The prosecution begins the 
presentation of the testimony and the arguments, 
and, although different from the order observed in 
secular courts, the defense has the final summing 
up of the case. 

13866. If an accused person pleads “guilty” there 
is nothing farther to be done except to submit the 
case to the tribunal before which he is arraigned. 

[104] 
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4 367. In ecclesiastical courts it is regarded as 
improper for the presiding officer to deliver a charge 
to the committee or conference explaining the evi- 
dence and setting forth the merits of the case. 

4 868. The majority of the committee or confer- 
ence, as the case may be, is competent to render a 
verdict. In the case of trial by a committee the 
verdict should be given in writing and signed by 
all the committee who approve of the decision. 


Ill. TRIAL OF MEMBERS 


73869. In the event of failure to restore an 

offending member by the preliminary steps required 
by the Discipline, formal complaints must be lodged 
with the preacher in charge, who should see that 
the allegations on which the accused is to be ar- 
raigned are in proper form. 
4370. It is. the duty of the preacher in charge 
when in full connection in the conference, to pre- 
side at the trial of members unless, for “sufficient 
reasons,” he is displaced by the district elder and 
another traveling preacher is appointed to preside. 
In no case should the district elder preside at the 
trial of a lay member. 

9 371. The presiding officer appoints the secre- 
tary, recognizes counsel, decides all questions of 
law and order that may arise and is required to 
conduct the proceedings according to the law of the 
church. 

4372. The organization being complete the fol- 
lowing order should be observed: 

1. Devotional exercises. 

2. Reading the action by which the committee 
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to try the case was appointed, and the names of A 


the committee. 

3. The appointment of a secretary. 

4. Reading the charges and specifications by the 
secretary. 

5. Answer by the accused. 

6. Statement of the case and evidence by the 
prosecution. Cross-examination by the defense. 

7. Statement of the case and evidence by the 


defense. Cross-examination by the prosecution: 


8. Rebutting evidence for the prosecution. 

9. Rebutting evidence for the defense. 

10. Summing up the case by the prosecution. 

11. Summing up the case by the defense. 

12. In case it be deemed proper to allow the 
prosecution to reply, the defense shall also be per- | 
mitted to reply. : 

13. The verdict. In making this the committee 
are entitled to have before them all the documen- 
tary evidence that was admitted during the trial, — 
and may refresh their memary by references to the 
testimony at any time before the decision is reached. 
The vote should be taken on each specification of — 
first charge in order. If any are sustained, it must 
then be decided whether the specifications sustained 
sustain the charge. The first charge being settled, 
the second should be taken up in the same way, and 
likewise all the specifications and charges should 
be acted upon. j 

14. The finding must be reduced to writing and 
signed by those who voted for the same. 

15. The chairman then announces the verdict. If 
the defendant is found guilty, the committee fixes 
the penalty and the presiding officer pronounces the 
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sentence the Discipline requires. The penalty may 
be reproof, being placed on probation for not more 
than six months, or expulsion, according to the na- 
ture of the offense. © 

7373. In case of conviction it should be borne in 
mind that the case is not completed when the ver- 
dict of guilt is rendered. The penalty must be fixed 
and sentence pronounced, in default of which the 
relation of the accused to the church would remain 
unaffected and the case would stand as what is 
termed in the civil courts a “mistrial.” The only 
remedy in such case would be a new trial. 

7374. The responsibility of the decision rests 
alone upon the committee. In no case should the 
presiding officer of the trial remain with the com- 
mittee while they are making up their judgment. 
No judicious administrator of the Discipline will at- 
.tempt in any case to influence the committee in 
forming their decision. 

7375. In case of conviction the accused is enti- 
tled to an appeal to the quarterly conference, pro- 
vided he gives notice of his intention to appeal at 
the time of his condemnation, or in case of invol- 
untary absence from the trial, within thirty days 
after he shall have been notified thereof. 

7376. The idea that a person proved guilty be; 
fore an ecclesiastical court must in every case be 
expelled where the finding warrants expulsion, is at 
- yariance with the principles of good government. In 
all cases of scandalous offenses, and in instances 
where time is required to test the genuineness of 
the professed penitence on the part of the offender, 
expulsion should unquestionably take place. But 
the church is competent to forgive and restore an 
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offending member when satisfied that the offense 
will not be repeated, and when there is such a man- 
festation of genuine repentance and humiliation as 
to justify the restoration of the offender. In such 
cases the ends of Christian discipline will be an- 
swered, and the credit of the church secured by the 
verdict rendered and the condemnation’ recorded. 
In all such instances, however, much care and pru- 
dence are necessary to protect the church from re- 
proach and injury, and at the same time save the 
offender. In case of restoration it should be under- 
stood that the offender is restored by the general 
consent of the church. A member upon whom the 
penalty of probation has been imposed, automati- 
cally resumes full membership when this period of 
probation expires. 


IV. TRIAL OF LOCAL PREACHERS, EVANGELISTS AND 
DEACONESSES 


(377. The Discipline provides that an accused 
local preacher, licensed evangelist or deaconess may 
be tried by the quarterly conference, or, at its op- 
tion, by a committee chosen by the quarterly con- 
ference. Whether the trial is before the quarterly 
conference or a committee, the district elder presides 
and decides questions of law, subject to an appeal 
to the president of the next annual conference. But 
if, for any reason, the district elder shall be dis- 
qualified for presiding, the Discipline provides that 
the bishop having jurisdiction in the case shall ap- 
point another elder to preside. 

{ 378. Complete records of the proceedings and 
testimony must be made by a RECRCHEEY appointed 
for that purpose, 
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(379. The mode of conducting the trial of a lo- 
cal preacher, evangelist, deaconess, local deacon, 
local elder or preacher on trial in an annual con- 
ference is the same as in the trial of members. 

97380. The quarterly conference holds original 
jurisdiction over local preachers, evangelists and 
deaconesses, and its action will not be governed by 
the decision of the investigating committee. Testi- 
mony taken and recorded in the examination be- 
fore the committee may be used in the quarterly 
conference, provided the witnesses can not be pres- 
ent. But the trial is strictly original, and any new 
‘testimony which either party may have obtained 
may be admitted. ‘Suspension by the investigating 
committee is simply an arrest of character until the 
cease can be examined before the proper tribunal. 

381. The minutes of the trial should be read 
and approved and signed by the president and sec- 
retary or by a majority of the members present 
who approve of the same. In case of conviction by 
a quarterly conference the defendant is entitled to 
an appeal to the ensuing session of the annual con- 
ference. For penalty see paragraph 357 of this Di- 
gest. 

4 382. In case of expulsion by a quarterly con- 
ference a subsequent quarterly conference can not 
reconsider such action and restore the expelled 
member, even though the case be pending before the 
appellate court. 


y. TRIAL OF TRAVELING PREACHERS 


74383. The law of the church provides that an 
accused traveling preacher may be tried in the reg- 
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ular conference session; yet he is granted the privi- 
lege of being tried by a select committee if he so 
prefers. In the event of a trial before the confer- 
ence the whole proceeding becomes a part of the 
business of the conference and is recorded as such 
by the secretary. Should the case go before a com- 
mittee to be tried during the conference session or | 
after its adjournment, the president of the con- — 
ference may preside, or he may appoint an elder to © 
preside—the one appointed to be satisfactory to — 


both parties. This trial committee shall consist of — 


not less than four ministers and four laymen. 

4 384. In either method of trial the conference | 
appoints the counsel to conduct the prosecution, and 
the accused selects his own counsel from the mem- 
bers of the church. There is little doubt that in 
most cases the ends of justice will be best served 
by reference to a select number. A committee may 
be appointed to nominate suitable persons to act as 
triers, but their election should be by the confer- 
ence. The right of challenge for cause must be ex- 
ercised while the appointment of the committee is 
before the conference. After the committee is ac- 
cepted and the case referred, no challenges should 
be allowed. 

{ 385. If the trial proceeds during the session of 
the conference, either in the regular sittings or be- 
fore a committee, the secretary of the conference or 
his assistants must act as secretary of the trial. 
In the proceedings before the committee the same 
form and order must be observed ag if the trial 
was before thé conference, and its decision has the 
same effect as that of the annual conference. 

, (386. The order to be observed in the trial of a 


yeling preacher \s the same as before given in 

se of a member, except that when the trial takes 
before the conference, items two and three are 

itted. In case a preacher is. suspended by an an- 

Z conference for a given period, the conference 
4 can not at the end of that time inflict any other 
penalty for the same offense.. He has then suffered 
‘the punishment adjudged by the conference at the 
tin me of his trial and stands clear before the. law 
and is automatically restored to his standing before 
12 For penalty see paragraph 356 of this Di- 


7 387. When a complaint of “inefficiency or want 
f usefulness” is ie ake against a Pile 


ee ust: be raae to the conference to which they re- 
A spectively belong. Complaints against their admin- — 
‘tration should be presented to the general confer- 
ce, proper notice being given the accused bishop. 
7389. The General Conference of 1898 decided 
that no previous labor is necessary in case of 
harges at the annual conference, as that body has 

r ginal jurisdiction over the preachers composing it. 
290. The Discipline provides that when an ap- 
- peal has been taken, penalty shall be suspended 
_ pending ‘the hearing of the appeal. A minister sus- 
pended shall not ‘exercise his ministerial office while 
“f peopent is pending. Discipline of 1923, paragraph 193. 





CHAPTER XI 
APPEALS 


7391. The constitution of the chureh guarantees 
to all our ministers and members, when accused of 
offenses against the Discipline of the church, the 
right of. trial by an impartial committee, and of ap- 
peal. Whether the penalty be reproof, suspension 
or expulsion, the right of appeal to the body having 
appellate jurisdiction can not be denied, provided 
the condemned person does not forfeit that right. 

7 392. The right of appeal may be forfeited by 
voluntary absence from the trial; by neglecting to 
give notice of intention to appeal within the time 
specified by the Discipline; by flagrant misconduct 
after the trial; by withdrawing from the church 
subsequent to avowing intention to appeal or by 
uniting with some other church. 

{ 393. The laymen of the church have their ap- 
peal to the quarterly conference; local preachers 
and evangelists, deaconesses and those on trial in 
a conference to the annual conference; traveling 
preachers and bishops, to the executive committee 
or General Conference as the appellant may choose. 

{ 394. No appeal of a condemned minister or 
member can be entertained unless it is brought be- 
fore the next ensuing session of the appellate body 
having jurisdiction in the case. 

[112] 
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{ 395. The Discipline provides that in no appeal 
case shall a person be allowed to sit who has once 


_ voted in the decision of the case. It also requires 


that in all appeal cases the appellant shall furnish 


ce _the counsel for the church a written statement of 


the grounds of his appeal at least five days before 








the trial. 
9396. In its decision the appellate court must 


- confine itself to the grounds of the appeal as stated 


by the appellant. In no case shall the appellant 
argue on the evidence or enter into the merits of the 
case while presenting his grounds of appeal. Every 


“appeal case must be decided from the testimony as 


it appears upon the record of the first trial. While 
the court is entitled to all that will throw light up- 
on the appeal as presented, witnesses can not be 
ealled and no new testimony can be admitted. 
397. All appeal cases brought before an annual 
or General Conference may be referred to a com- 
mittee for hearing, and its decision has the same 
effect as that of the conference—it is final. Such 
decision does not require the approval of the con- 
ference. In annual conference an appeal case may 


_be referred to a committee by order of the confer- 


ence ; such committee to consist of not less than four 
from each branch. The president of the conference, 
or an elder whom he may appoint must preside. 
The case may be heard during the session of the 
conference or after its adjournment. 

{ 398. In General Conference an appeal case can 
not be referred to a committee without the consent 
of both parties. In case of reference the committee 
must consist of not less than six ministerial and 


six lay delegates. One of the bishops must preside 
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at the hearing of the case. When an appeal case is 
called, the question of entertaining it must first be 
settled: If the appellant has not forfeited his right 
to appeal by the violation of some disciplinary pro- 
vision, the appeal must be entertained. The court 
appealed to, and not the presiding officer, must de- 
cide whether or not the party is entitled to a hear- 
ing. 

7 399. After devotional exercises the following 
order should be observed in the trial of appeal 
cases : 

1. Calling of the roll. 

2. Hlection of a secretary. 

3. Recognition of counsel by the presiding officer. 

4, Statement of the grounds of the appeal. 

5. Decision of the question, “Shall the appeal be 
entertained?” Pending this question, may be heard 
any statements designed to show that the appellant 
has forfeited his right to appeal. The appellate 
court can refuse to entertain an appeal if the 
grounds of the appeal seem to them insufficient to 
warrant such appeal. 

6. Reading of the charge or charges and the 
finding of the body from which the appeal is taken. 

7. Reading of testimony in full. 

8. Arguments. The appellant makes the opening 
argument, followed by counsel for the church. 

9. Decision. The interested parties should retire 
while the court is making up its verdict. It is 
proper to re-read the testimony or any part of it if 
necessary to refresh the memory, and to discuss the 
pending issue until all are able to vote understand- 
ingly. 








APPHALS _ 


10. The law of the church requires that in all 


eases the appellate court shall either affirm or re- _ 


verse the verdict rendered in the former trial or 


remand the case for a new trial. It can not modify 


the verdict of the court below or change the penal- 
ties attached. The question to be submitted to the 
court is, “Shall the decision of the lower court be 
reversed?” An affirmative vote sustains the appeal 
and ends the case. If decided negatively the action 
of the former’ trial is sustained. The next question 


in order is, “Shall the case be remanded for a new 


' trial?” An affirmative vote remands the case. If 


decided negatively the appeal fails and the decision 
of the lower court is sustained. ‘The decision of an 


appellate court is final. There can be no appeal 


therefrom, and in no case can the appeal be re- 


_ opened. When, in the case of an expelled member 


or minister, the appellate court reverses the decision 


of the court below, the appellant is thereby rein- 





stated in his former membership. 


7400. An expelled person, though having taken. 


an appeal, can not enjoy the privileges of a member 


until restored by the appellate court, yet the penalty 


is suspended pending the hearing of the appeal. In 
case the appellant, after due notice, fails to appear 
personally or by representatives to prosecute his ap- 


peal the case may be dismissed, not to be renewed 
again. 


7401. When the right of appeal has been for- 


 feited by neglect or otherwise it can not be renewed. 


When the presiding officer of a quarterly or annual. 
conference renders a decision on a point of law and 


action follows which affects the membership of a 
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member of the conference, such action is final, pro- 
vided no appeal is taken from the decision. 


NEW TRIALS 


7 402. An appellate court may, for sufficient rea- 
sons, remand an appeal case for a new trial. Should 
the appellant satisfy the court that new and impor- 
tant testimony really exists, and has become avail- 
able, and gives satisfactory reason why it was not 
presented at the first trial; or should the minutes 
of the trial be so imperfect that the true merits of 
the case can not be determined from them; or in 
case of illegal administration of the Discipline, or 
incorrect ruling of the presiding officer, it would be 
proper for the appellate court to grant a new-trial. 

74403. The law of'the church provides that in 


case of any alleged legal irregularities in a trial 


court, where such court shall render a _ verdict 
against the church, the prosecution may apply to the 
executive committee or General Conference for a 
writ of review, and if such irregularities are found 
to exist, the case may be remanded for a new trial. 
See Discipline of 1923, paragraph 103(2). 

{ 404. In case of a new trial no person is eligible 
to sit as juror who has previously voted in the deci- 
sion of the case. When the case is remanded for a 
new trial the entire procedure must be the same as 
if there had been no previous trial. Charges must 
be preferred, parties notified, witnesses heard and 
verdict rendered. New charges may be added, new 
witnesses produced, and new counsel employed. The 
previous trial should have no bearing whatever in 
the ease. 
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7405. When an appeal case is remanded for a 
new trial, the relation of the appellant is that of an 
accused member, and the proper authority should 
proceed to try the case again unless the charges are 
withdrawn. 


CHAPTER XII 
LAWS OF EVIDENCE 


§{ 406. According to usage, precedents and deci- 
sions, the whole matter of determining the admissi- 
bility of testimony in a church trial is with the pre- 
siding officer. 

7 407. In ecclesiastical courts mere technicalities 
should never be allowed to subvert the principles 
of equity; yet the general laws of evidence are as 
applicable in establishing matters of fact before an 
ecclesiastical, as before a civil, tribunal. Hence 
every administrator of the Discipline should become 
familiar with the general laws of evidence as es- 
tablished in the courts of justice. Without such 
knowledge he will often find himself perplexed by 
conflicting claims, and be as likely to render the 
wrong decision as the right one. But after master- 
ing the rules of testimony the best he ean the ad- 
ministrator will find it necessary to be guided by 
his sense of justice and fairness in many cases that 
will arise in his administration. It will sometimes 
be necessary to waive legal technicalities in the in- 
terests of truth. 

{ 408. Exceptions to evidence should not be noted 
unless made at the time they are taken. After the 
verdict is rendered it is too late to take an excep- 
tion. 


: [118] 
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7409. The following principles should be care- 
fully observed: 

1. The evidence must be confined to the point in 
issue and correspond with the allegations. Evidence 
to prove a different offense from the one set forth 
in the bill of charges is not admissible. Specifica- 
tions not necessary to prove the offense need not be 
considered. Every allegation set forth should be 
supported by direct testimony. 

2. Since the object of church trials is to reach 
righteous conclusions, it is sufficient if the substance 
of the complaints be proved. In ecclesiastical trials 
this rule may be applied with hardly an exception, 
whatever the circumstances under which the alleged 
offense was committed. If, for instance, action 
should be brought against a member for alleged in- 
toxication on a certain day, the substance of the 
allegation would be the intoxication; and it is suf- 
ficient if this fact be proved on any day, the time 
not being material. 

3. The obligation of proving the offense alleged 
lies with the prosecution. A direct denial by the 
accused is deemed sufficient until the accusation is 
sustained by direct, or by strong circumstantial, 
evidence. The complainant should produce all his 
evidence before any defense is made. This rule is 
based on the fact that an affirmative may be proved 
much more readily and explicitly than a negative. 
For instance: If a person has used profane lan- 
guage, that is usually susceptible of proof; while 
it might be very difficult for an innocent person to 
prove that he did not use such language on a cer- 
tain day. 

4. The best and strongest evidence of which the 
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case is susceptible should be produced ; although 
testimony of different degrees of strength may be ~ 
admitted. The interests of truth and justice for- 
bid that clear evidence should be withheld when it 
can be procured. 

5. Hearsay evidence “relates to such as does not 
derive its value solely from the credit given to the - 
witness himself, but rests also, in part, on the ve- 
racity of others.” Such evidence is universally held 
as “incompetent to establish any Specific fact which 
is susceptible of being proved by living | witnesses.” 
Hearsay evidence may be either written or oral. 
Such evidence is rarely admissible except to prove 
the dying statements of sane persons or the former 
declarations of persons whose testimony it is not 
possible to secure. ; 

{ 410. But in those exceptional cases where hear- 
say evidence is admitted, it is within the province 
of the committee or conference to weigh all the cir- 
cumstances under which the declarations were 
made, and to give the testimony only such credit 
as they may think it deserves. 
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CHAPTER XIII 
WITNESSES 


I. COMPETENCY OF WITNESSES 


§ 411. No positive rules can be given to deter- 
mine the competency of witnesses in ecclesiastical 
courts. In the civil courts one witness, whose testi- 
mony is supported by strong collateral circumstances 
is sufficient to establish facts; yet the authorities 
of the church can not be bound in all cases by the 
exact rules of the courts. All that can be done is 
to approximate to such a degree of certainty as will 
ordinarily meet the justice of the case. 

7 412. Children not sufficiently matured to be ca- 
pable of any sense of moral obligation are incom- 
petent. There is no rule to determine at exactly 
“what age a child becomes competent. Idiots and 
mentally deranged persons are excluded. Persons 
who do not regard the binding character of an oath, 
as atheists, and those who have been convicted of 
scandalous crimes, as forgery, perjury and such 
like, are legally disqualified. It seems reasonable 


_ that a person thus betraying his utter want of per- 


sonal integrity should be debarred from testifying 
in an ecclesiastical court. 
 413.. The accused, relatives of the accused, and 
interested parties are allowed to testify in church 
[121] 
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trials. Persons of reputed veracity from without 
the pale of the church are competent witnesses. 

gy 414. In case the pastor is the principal witness 
against.an accused member of his charge, the dis- 
trict elder should appoint another preacher to pre- 
side at the trial. i: 

{ 415. No officer of the church should preside at 
the trial of a person against whom he is to be a 
witness. It is a principle of common law that the 
same person can not be both judge and witness. 

7416. The question of competency is decided by 
the presiding officer of the trial, but the committee 
or conference must determine what weight should 
be given to the testimony. 


Il, EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES 


417. In examining witnesses merely technical 
objections should not be allowed to defeat the ends 
of justice. <A desire to reach righteous conclusions 
should characterize every proceeding in an ecclesi- 
astical court. No real interest will suffer by such 
a course. 

{ 418. Witnesses should be allowed to express 
their mind largely in their own way, without being 
embarrassed by “tenacious stickling for technical 
rulings,” allowing such helps as reasonable ques- 
tioning on either side will afford. Yet statements 
which have no bearing on the issue pending or are 
founded on hearsay or on the imagination of the 
witness should not be admitted. The witness must 
testify to facts within his knowledge. 

7419. Should the presiding officer deem it es- 
sential to the discovery of facts or to the righteous 
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prosecution of the case, he may direct that the wit- 
nesses be examined out of the hearing of one an- 


_ other. : 


_ 9420. Leading questions, that is, questions which 
suggest the desired answer, are not admissible in di- 
rect examination, unless it is evident that an omis- 
sion is caused by defective memory or the witness 
appears to be hostile to the party producing him. 
_ Example of direct question: “Did you not pay the 
defendant fifty dollars on the first of May last?” 
Such questions are admissible in cross-examination. 
; 7421. No question should be allowed, the rele- 
5 yaney of which does not appear. If exceptions are 

taken, the presiding officer must decide whether the 
question is a proper one; but the witness may de- 
cline to answer it. There is no law to compel a 
person to testify in an ecclesiastical court. 

422. While it is not admissible for a witness 
to read his testimony at the trial, he may assist 
his memory by a brief memorandum. 

7423. In case no counsel appears for the com- 
plainant or for the, defendant, the presiding officer 
may appoint counsel or ask the necessary questions 
himself, being careful to avoid any bias towal:. 
either party. 

(= 4 424. - In ecclesiastical courts, testimony to prove 
- that the accused had previously committed an of- 
fense similar, or equally criminating, to the one 
charged in the bill, is not admissible. Any alleged 
offense the prosecution may desire to prove against 
the accused must be specified in the bill of charges. 

1425. A witness who is a member of our church 
ean not be impeached; but other witnesses may be 
called to disprove the facts stated by him. It is 


et 
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allowable to show the general reputation for truth 
and veracity of witnesses who are not members of 
our church. 

7 426. Testimony may be inaccurate, and yet not 
intentionally false. The committee must judge of 
the credibility of witnesses and determine tlie 
weight and importance to be given to the testimony. 

427. The presiding officer must see that the 
records are accurately kept. Every question and an- 
swer which either party deems essential to the case 
should be recorded and afterward read to the wit- 
nesses. 











CHAPTER XIV 
DEPOSITIONS 
428. There being no power to compel a witness 


to be present at a church trial, it frequently - be- 
comes necessary to take testimony in the form of 


- depositions, in the taking of which the following 


points should be carefully noted: 
1. It is important that such testimony be taken 
in such a clear and explicit language that the exact 


meaning of the statements may be easily under- 
stood. 


2. The testimony of an absent witness should be 
taken before the preacher in charge where the wit- 


ness resides, or before a preacher appointed by the 
' district elder of the district within which the wit- 


ness resides. 

3. The testimony of the deponent should be given 
and recorded as accurately and completely as if 
taken at the trial. After the direct examination is 


‘completed, the opposite. party may’ cross-examine 
‘the witness. 


4. The preacher who presides must decide all 
questions that arise relating to the relevancy or 
lawfulness of the questions propounded and the pro- 
priety of the answers given. ; 

5. If the accused objects to the witness being al- 
lowed to testify in the case, the nature of the objec- 

[125] 
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tion should be recorded, and the admissibility of 
the testimony be decided by the presiding officer at 
the trial. ; 
6. After the examination is completed, the depo- 
sition should be read to the deponent, signed by 
him, sealed up by the person taking the same, and- 
ti, remain sealed until opened by the proper authori- 
See ties. y 
7. The preacher before whom the testimony is 
taken must see that the record is made correctly 
and certify to the same. i 
8. To avoid great inconvenience and expense, it 
is sometimes allowable, if all parties are agreed, 
to take the testimony of an absent person by corre- 
spondence, without the formalities which are usual- — 
} ly observed in taking depositions. In such cases _ 
the parties in charge of the investigation should 
write the questions to be answered, numbering the 
a same, and the witness should answer the cet : 
; in the order given. | 
9. In every case due notice must be given to the 
opposite party of the time and place of taking such 
i testimony. Such time and place should be fixed as 
Pa will be most practicable for all parties. The notice 
should be delivered to the party in person, or left at a 
his place of residence, as a notice left at a post- — 
office might not be received by the party. Not less — 
i than five days’ notice should be given all parties. 








FORM OF NOTICE 


To A. (the accused). Whereas B. (the complain- 
ant) has requested me to take the deposition of ©. 
OE wioeletiele's ¢ to be used in the examination of the 
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charges preferred against you by B., I do, tnererore, 
appoint the .... day of ....... ; 19.., at.... o’elock 
...m., at the residence of the said C., as the time 
and place for the said person to testify what he 
knows relative to matters contained in said charges. 
And you are hereby notified that you may be pres- 
ent and put such questions as you may desire. 
Respectfully, 
XYZ, Pastor. 


Te 


re Oe be 
5 iF ahr ny 4 
ety ¥ ‘ ‘ 





CHAPTER XV 
a 7 429 FORMS 


APPLICATION FOR AID FROM THE CHURCH EXTENSION 
AND AID SOCIETY OF THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH 


Name of circuit......... District@ei ee Con- ' 


ference......... Signature and address of preacher 
mrechargel. fos o5. Number of members belonging 


Where is the church to be built?........ What is — 
the size and valuation of the site?........ What is 
the validity of the title?........ ‘Is there a revert- 
ing clause in the deed?........ Is the site deeded 

to the Free Methodist Church, and does the deed 
contain the trust clause required by the Discipline? 
see Bistede Has the conference committee on the lo- 
cation and plan of churches approved of the site and 
plan of the church?........ Does the society agree ~ 
that, in case the church should be declared aban- 
doned and should be sold, the Board of Church Bx- 
tension should be reimbursed to the amount of the 
aid given?...... Give a description of the building 
for which aid is asked........ What provisions 
have been made for suitable accommodation for the 
Sunday-school?........ What is the estimated cost 
when completed?........ What is the amount of 
available and reliable means secured?........ Is 


cee ee eee 
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“Amount of fad! 


Fs 
3 


eae aid mist be made in ee 


with blank forms furnished by the General So-- 
AML such Epos for aid. shall be first 


re of aah member of the Board: ‘ 
_. President brie “inst cn OCH RCA RE AM 


eee eee ose eee ei eviattosialena? Cie dahfet's Ce a ro 


Fe, 


‘ATION BLANK FOR AID FROM THE CHURCH AND 
SON AGE “AID SOCIETY OF THE FREE METHODIST | 
! Pash ts 


* 


’ of. Circuit... eee cece | 
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= GATINOUM GEOL: LOGS wm cted palate Cis etn) cei iC Aree Ry the ierkwneters 
6. Kind of building—stone, brick, frame, ete..... 
tf Size of building <...2: >. 216 2 al ofee 3] e evals Sasa 
Se Sa Ohurch. OP -ParsOnge@e sides cc sels cee eerenserenares 
9. How much insurance, if any, is carried in old 


Viney, COMPANIES? <5 fois ws caret < w sPNcA oie ie het <nile sia ra 
10. Name. of appraisers, District Elder, Pastor ; 
and three others. 

Sts BAR Eee A eet Ge Rai cer a Perk aiccoo NE ec ole District Elder 
Stalal dye seh cte ale tonecaraceteaene sas Deore ea SLU L 


11. Has the Conference Church and Parsonage — 


ee ee re eS 


CLAIMANT’S APPLICATION 
Wee Biacuoctece ace ClaimantiOl my aie ae conference, 
hereby certify that *7 
¥my husband (here give full 
name of husband) was admitted to full connection 


INT: GOB yh s7e ate stn conference of the Free Methodist 
Chureh in the year ...... , and sinee then *I have 
the has 

served on the following charges: 
.......circuit or district.......conference..... years | 
.....-cireuit or district.......conference.....years 
My temporal resources are: Real estate (what it 
Seavert ec ae eters value $.....:. Personal property 


*Erase if claimant is a widow. +Erase if claimant is a 
preacher. 





Meera teel anenekai Value pase ce Tatat ee oo les srr 
encumbered, how much.......... Aha a is ae ae An- 
nual income (from what SOULCE) Ns Ss orci cron amount, 
Ce ee ee My bodily disabilities are as follows:..... 
Remarks. > 37h oe Pistols salts: (ela eh'scatavaleteberahcke! chavs near atee 
Naame of applicant .. 6.5.6 ises dso ds le 

AGOLESS iy ate actos cena oe ace 


Claimant must fill out this blank complete each year 


RECOMMENDATION FOR EXHORTER’S LICENSE 


This CELTIC SENATE ai ec eo es is hereby recom- 
mended by the Free Methodist Societyvathe se caocane . 
of which he is a member, as a suitable person to re- 
“ceive Hxhorter’s License in the Free Methodist 
Church. 


BICe S ar eotere ane Gay nOb shave Silyleeeste 19.. 


EXHORTER’S LICENSE 


RUNES CONT ACS LNA. cyccs+ 46s is authorized to offi- 
ciate as an Hxhorter in the Free Methodist Church 
for one year, provided his spirit and practise are 


_ Such as become the Gospel of Christ, and his teach- 


ings correspond with the established doctrines of 
the Holy Scriptures as held by said church. 


_Done by order of the Official Board of the........ 
CAT CIITER eee esse Conference. 
Done at........ SSO Si ale aves day oft. woe 19s 
ape elet sc .dbatoRs SPule Petey “are President. 
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RENEWAL OF EXHORTER’S LICENSE Me 


The license of........ as an Hzhorter in the Free 
Methodist Ohurch is hereby renewed for one year, 
subject to the requirements of the Discipline. 

Signed by order of the Official Board of......... : 


charge, of the......... District; of “the sto ae An- 


nual Conference, this...... Ogty? OL ear aeke ste Ig 


RECOMMENDATION FOR LICENSE TO PREACH f 


We, the members of the Official Board of........ 
CHAT ZO) Nien itn ois District, hereby recommend........ ; 
as a suitable person to be licensed as a Local — 
Preacher in the Free Methodist Church, he haying © 


' been examined according to the provisions of the ‘pel 


Discipline. 
‘Done at an Official Board meeting held at........ 
CIS cers Gayretin cyeees , 19...., and signed by or- 
der and on behalf of said Official Board. 
SAG ros a ong 6 »...President. 


LOCAL PREACHER’S LICENSE 


This certifies that....:..... is authorized to offi- 
ciate as a Local Preacher in the Free Methodist ) 
Church for one year, provided his spirit and prac- 
tise are such as become the Gospel of Christ, and 
his teachings correspond with the established doc- 
trines of the Holy Scriptures as held by said 
Church. 
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By order of the Quarterly Conference of the...... 
District; ¢.0../' Conference. 
Done at...... pkg 608K array Ss arena Gay, Obes ie sislese i Re ae 
Bro apa aV ileus) ovdtone ReCeAS President. 
Reel aysierd exerwadhievt 3 SoHo ct Secretary. 


RENEWAL OF LOCAL PREACHER’S LICENSE 


This certifies that the license of............ as a 
Local Preacher in the Free Methodist Church is 
hereby renewed for one year, subject to the require- 
ments of the Discipline. 

Done by order of the Quarterly Conference of 


Bo _...District, ........Annual Conference, in ses- 
BION AG. cH . 5.0,6. 0h HA dove ag WI AGELY, OLE Eee ntaeioze , 19 

Es De eS RMT A BS IAL re hhc RR President. 
GH arc eiee se olavki as aliasa. 5) Ss Secretary. 


RECOMMENDATION FOR ORDERS 


This-certifies that.......: is hereby recommended 
by the Quarterly Conference of........ District to 
PHOS tip eieie’s Js Annual Conference as a proper person 
to be ordained........ according to the provisions of 
the Discipline, he having served for four consecutive 
years as a local preacher (or deacon). 

Done by order of the Quarterly Conference of 
5 Na fear a District: thish <1... en. Gay Olanten erties, Love 


RECOMMENDATION FOR ADMISSION TO ANNUAL CONFER- 
ENCE 
This certifies that........ , a local preacher (evan- . 
gelist), and member of the quarterly conference of 
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Papal rion District, is hereby recommended as a suit- 

able person to be admitted on probation in the trav- 

eling connection of the Free Methodist Church. 
Done by order of the Quarterly Conference of 


Stoneman) s District, ........Annual Conference, in ses- 
SIODVAG oO ee tates SUES cee 5 asc GCAVROL A Sasa , 19 

suc ievetenstonsee touseaaanetae fe ats President 
Bespeyedehalelecciaisie eiahe ees a Secretary 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE CERTIFICATE—ADMISSION ON 
TRIAL 


This is to certify that Rey......... , the bearer, a 
regularly licensed local preacher, has this day been 
received into the........ Annual Conference of the 
Free Methodist Church as a traveling preacher on 
trial, and he is'hereby authorized to act in that ca- 
pacity according to the Discipline of .said church, 
provided his spirit and practise are such as become 
the Gospel of Christ, and his teachings correspond 
with the established doctrines of the Holy Scrip- 
tures as held by said, Church. 


Done at its annual session, held at......... , the 
ee eg re Gay Of5 eras dD 
siete abate torere te eters President 
SAGDaR Ie Re eee ot Secretary 


CERTIFICATE OF STANDING 


This certifies that ........ , an ordained -.. 2... 
is in good standing and of general acceptability in 
1 SV a Pe ed Conference of the Free Methodist 
‘Church, and is granted this certificate with a view 
of being transferred to the ........ Conference. 
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Done by the said ........ Conference at ......45; 
BriGhOa.. cre 3 CAV VOLE steve cietae’s Stowe 
Savant te wees President, 


[The following must be filled out by one of the Bishops 
before it is received :] 


I hereby transfer......... tOn CHG hart. a atarens Confer- 
ence. When he shall have been received by vote of 


WISBIG ais scckece“ Conference, his relation to the....... 2 
‘Conference shall cease. } 
ee dcet cetera ake el areal Bishop. 


A certificate granted by an Annual or Quarterly Confer- 
cree expires at the following session of the Annual Con- 
erence. : 


CERTIFICATE OF LOCATION 


This certifies that........, an Elder (or Deacon) 
in good standing in the........ Annual Conference 
of the Free Methodist Church, is given this certif- 
iecate of Location at his own request (or having 
been left without an appointment by vote of said 
annual conference two years in succession). 

Done in annual session at........ ELIS soporte day 
(ay oi oer reais ES eas 


QUARTERLY CONFERENCE EVANGELIST’S LICENSE 


This certifies that......... is authorized to offici- 
ate as an Hvangelist in the Free Methodist Church 
for one year, provided, h...spirit and practise are 
such as become the Gospel of Christ, and h... 
teachings correspond with the established doctrines 
of the Holy Scriptures as held by said Church. 
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By order of the Quarterly Conference of the 


See os CADIS ERICES rteie o ere Conference. ‘ 
Done wt....2: 6. SMUnIS aie Sees Gayrofn cvs al es 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE EVANGELIST’S LICENSE 


This certifies that......... is authorized to offici- 


ate as an Hvangelist in the Free Methodist Church 


of North America, so long as h... spirit and practise 


are such as become the Gospel of Christ, and h... 


teachings correspond with the established doctrines ae 


of the Holy Scriptures as held by said church. 


By order of the........ Annual Conference of the 
Free Methodist Church. 
Doneyatecee cee S ERIS a Gieitese Gay Of oes , 19 
wa aieiwias stent Ca ORT President 
SEOME ele eve ere caee tctets Jace Secretary 


DEACONESS’ ANNUAL CONFERENCE LICENSE 


his icertifesrthat’. mercer sor eset eee , is hereby | 
duly authorized to officiate as a Deaconess in Oe 


Free Methodist Church of North America. 
This license is good for one year from date hereof. 


By order of the........ Annual Conference of the 
Free Methodist Church. — 
Done ahoce 2, A OIS ea hs aie SOLA YVOL 5:5 vietetoe ate ome 
HP SMR CEM rary Ait pa President. — 
Horeveaaeiaie te siausiere eis Secretary 


PERMANENT DEACONESS’ LICENSE 


This certifies that........ isha staran , having held 
an Annual Conference Deaconess’ License for two 
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years, and having served the required time in prac- 
tical deaconess’ work, and having passed a satisfac- 
tory examination in the required course of study, is 
granted this Permanent License, and is hereby auth- 
-orized to officiate as a Deaconess in the Free Meth- 
i -odist Church of North America, so long as her spirit 


and practise are such as become the Gospel of 





Christ. 
_ By order of the....... .Annual Conference, of the 
Free Methodist Church. 
BOue Abs: Pea this. oes as day of). se etoer 


EO Ae RACERS C . President. 
Blidisieleid oes 2 wah ers MECLETATY. ; 


, BECOMMENDATION FOR RESTORATION OF PARCHMENTS | 


To the President and Members of the.........AN- 

nual Conference, to be held Gt.......+++, COM- 
-. mencing on the ...... GAVE Gin stele ove ie, a's 

é We, the members of the........ (Quarterly or An- 
nual) Conference, hereby recommend the restoration 
‘of the parchments of......... , he having been re- 

~ ceived as a local preacher on the........ Circuit (or 

- admitted on trial in the said........ Annual Confer- 
ence). 

Done in regular session at........ oy ELS! Sebo tetan oo 
day of........, 19.., and signed by order and in 
behalf of the said........ Conference. 

OEE Cy hg a ARE OC President. 


Moiate siterors eiaietny a: ae 5.4 Secretary. 


_. [Note.—The foregoing recommendation should be pre- 
sented to the conference having the custody of the for- 
feited parchments, or to which the candidate belonged 
when the parchments were forfeited.] 
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CREDENTIALS 


This certifies thats... 0.0.. was duly elected as a 


“Lay Delegate to represent the........ Circuit at the — 


Shay ahene session of the........Annual Conference to 


be held at........ , commencing on the...... day of | 


2 A le »/19..; and that......../was duly elected ¥ 
as Reserve Lay Delegate for the same. oid 


BILL OF CHARGES 


To the preacher in charge of.......... : oe 

E. P., a member of the Free Methodist Church — 
under your charge, having been accused of immoral — : 
(or unchristian) conduct, the undersigned, in behalf 
of the church, hereby presents the following charges — 
against the said BH. P.: 


Charge—Lying 
_ Specification 1. In saying to C., in the church at — 
Ae ae on or about, ther: ©. ).day. 6f.%2,4. ea. 29s ee 
that he had paid.......... dollars to the pastor at 
Saletehedaists , whereas he had not paid that or any other 
amount to said pastor. > Rrra 
Specification 2. In saying that he was not in the 
CRY VOL dione ots ON ETH ier tees DAY OL Gace oy ecte 219 coe 
whereas he was in the city of ........ on said day. 
Signed, W. A. 


Ge ante , preacher in charge of........ ied 
The undersigned, in behalf of the church, presents — 








DaOy ese) 





FORMS tas stag 


the following charges against W. B., a member of 
_the Free Methodist Church at .......... , and will 
proceed to an investigation of the same, according 
to the Discipline. 


Charge—Indulging Sinful Tempers and Words 


_ Specification 1. ,The said W. B., at ......... , on 
Ge Sere ‘day of 228 ee is Cee became angry and 
used the following words (insert words), and being 
reproved therefor by his pastor and class leader, 
has not shown any penitence or made any acknowl- 
edgment of his fault. 
Specification 2. The said W. B. did, at the home 


wetter 8. K., in the village of \....2<- , on or about the 


eMenaleceue Gay Of ii a iiekes , 19..., become angry and 
used violent words, namely (insert words), and has 
not confessed his fault nor shown any penitence. 


Alea ok 
To Mgecloeraersxeitis , preacher in charge OUP SE ibectaior pAb 
“Inasmuch as G. W., a member of the Free Meth- . 
Modist Church=at ....5..).; , has for a long time neg- 


lected the means of grace, and after proper advice 
and labor persists in so doing, it becomes my duty, 
‘as his class leader, to bring against him the follow- 
ing ; 


\ 


Charge—Neglecting the Means of Grace 


Specification. The said G. W. has not been in 
class meeting for six months; has not attended 
prayer meeting for four months; has not received 


- the sacrament of the Lord’s supper for over one 


year. W. T., Class Leader. 
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Hib cuter oh, , District Baer cy ee a ge 
Tn ‘behalt ‘of the church, I hereby charee 6 ‘RB, 


a preacher under your jurisdiction, with unchristian 


and immoral conduct. 


Specification 1. The said GC. B. did in the oes 


OIC abs. wae -»++,‘on or about the ........ day of 


Sa ann pac , 19.., use the following vulgar and obscene i 


language tineert language used). 


Specification 2. In contracting, during the sum- — 


mer of 19..., at the grocery store of .......... Fall dy 
Renae » a debt of ....... dollars, which debt the 
said C. B. refuses to pay. ei 
Specification 8. On the ........ day, of 55. yee 
19.., the said C. B. received ...... dollars of J. Ko 
to aid in repairs on church at ......... The con- | 


templated repairs were not made, and the said C. B. - 


refuses to return to J. K. the money thus collected. 


J, Doe 


CITATION TO TRIAL 


(To be attached to the bill of charges and pre- 
. sented ap the accused.) 


The above charges having been preferred against — 
you by J. D., a member of the Free Methodist i 


Church, you are hereby notified to appear at 
OMjTHEY aes Gaye Oh es Bete LO tenets 
o’clock....m., to answer to the same. 


eee ee oee 
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The figures refer to the numbers of the paragraphs. 


Actionable cases—See Trials, Church 
Administration, judicial, 321-324 
Administrative boards—See Boards 
ADMISSION 
i—apee Reception, Members, Conferences 
Into Church Membership, 3-19 
Into Annual Conference, 68, 70 
Africa, South, mission conference, 93-— 
AGENT, PUBLISHING 
Blection of, 45 
Assistant, election of, 57 
Aggressive Evangelism, 274 
APPEAL 
Section on, 391-401 
General Conference can not abolish privilege of, 44 
Can not be denied, 391 
Absence of appellant, 400 
Grounds of, 395, 396 
Five days’ notice of grounds, 395 
Must be brought before next session of appellate 
body, 394 
May remand for.new trial, 405 
Of traveling preachers to General Conference, 393 
Of local preachers, evangelists, deaconesses, preachers 
on trial to annual conference, 398 
Of members to quarterly conference, 393 
Right of appeal may be forfeited, 392 
Right forfeited can not be renewed, 401 
Order of trial of appeal cases, 399 
May be referred to committee, 397, 398 
Who disqualified to sit, 395 
President of court of, 397 
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While pending, penalty suspended, 390 
While pending, ministerial office not exercised, 390 
APPOINTMENTS Be 
Of district elders, 147 
Of traveling preachers, with limitations, 93, 75, 76 
Preacher may be left without, 75 
Of local preachers, 178 ( 
Of evangelists by an annual conference, 186 
By district elder, 154 
Arbitration in insolvencies and disputes, 340 
Bands and band workers, 199 
BApPTisM 
Section on; 303-309 
Modes of, 306 
Of infants, 305, 308, 309 
BISHOPS 
Section on, 130-146 
How chosen, 131 
Members of General Conference, 42, 145 
Conference membership and amenability, 148, 145 
Term of office, 131 
General duties, 131, 144 
Jurisdiction, 132 
Preside in General Conference, 131 
Preside at annual conferences, 131 
Appoint president of annual conference, 137 
Change appointments, 138 
Travel at large through connection, 131 
Transfer preachers, 140, 142 
Call committee to investigate preacher, 139 
Decide questions of law, 133, 86, 87; but not at Gen- 
eral Conference, 47 
Concerning decisions of, 185 
Chairman of stationing committee, 137 
Accusations against, 388 
Missionary, 45 
| Boarps 
Trustees of General Conference, 290 
Education, 235-245 
Conference claimants, 246-256 
Executive committee constitutes this board, 246 
Who are claimants, 247 
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Church Extension, 257-263 

Charities and benevolences, 269-271 
Charitable institutions, accredited, 269 
General church extension, 257-263 
Aggressive evangelism, 274 


-\ Official, 112-122 o 


General evangelistic, 272-274 
Burial of the dead, 298 
Camp meetings, held by quarterly conference, 102 
Canadian conferences, 92 


’ CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Reception on trial, 4 
Reception into full membership, 11-17 


_ CANDIDATES FOR THE MINISTRY 


- Reception on trial, 181 
Reception into full membership, 68 
‘Catalogue of societies, 164 
rare 
Transfer of membership, 20-23 
Pastors to receive and dismiss members, 3 
Rights of members holding, 30 
Form of in joining another denomination, 31 
Limit of, 28, 29 ; 
Who are entitled to receive, 24-26 a 
Membership while holding, 27 
Form of, to a preacher transferring, 429 
' Form in case of preacher locating, 429 
Form of to a preacher received on trial, 429 
tualiones for cause, privilege granted, 351 
-Charges—See Trials, Church 


CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS 


Board of charities and benevolences, 269-271 
Names of accredited institutions, 269 
CHILDREN 
Duty of instructing, 165 
May be baptized, 305 
Children’s Day, 243 


‘Choir singing, prohibited in public worship, 294 


CHURCH 
Defined, 1 
_Right to discipline members, 321 
Relation voluntary, 32 
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Free Methodist, organized, 2 
CHURCHES—See Trustees 
CHURCH AND PARSONAGE AID 
Section on, 264-268 
Hxecutive committee constitutes, 264 
Object of, 264 
Annual conference society, 265 
Amount of aid given, 267 
CHURCH EXTENSION 
General church extension board, 257 
Conference church extension board, 257 
Application to board for aid, 260 
Church to pay back fund, 263 
Church literature, pastors to supply, 165 
CHURCH PROPERTY—See Trustees 
Trustees, appointment and duties of, 275-290 
Erection of churches, 281 
Abandoned, to be sold, how, 289 
Church trials, 321-428—See Judicial Administration 
CIRCUITS 
Charge of, 160 
Representation of in annual conference, 61 
May be divided by district elder, 156 
Under care of district elder, 79, 153 
Under care of official board, 79 
CrircuIT MEETING 
Section on, 123-127 
Notice of, 123 
Business of, 124, 125, 127 
When only one society, 126 
Not to vote on return of pastor, 128 
Pastor is chairman, 123 
Pastor can not vote, 123 


CLAIMANTS 
Section on, 246-256 
Who are, 247 


Allowance to, how estimated, 80 

Committee on, 80 

Fund, how raised, 255 

Blanks for applicants, 251, 429 
CiLass MEEtincs 

Section on, 297-302 
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Origin of, 297, 298 
Attendance on required, 300-302 
Neglect of, how to deal with, 300 
Crass LEADERS 
Bate iin. Section on, 200-204 
cae - When and how appointed, 201 
ray aie Qualifications of, 202 
Duties of, 202, 
ao Improper leaders, how changed, 204 
The hela Members of official board, 201 
Members of quarterly conference, 201 
Not authorized to receive members into the church, 3 
_ ComMrrrnss 
On ministerial relations, 332, 333 
On claimants and claims, 80 
On estimating pastor’s salary, 120 
On investigating debts, 338 
eee On trial of preachers, 331, 383 
AS On trial of members, 353 
. - Communion—See Lord’s Supper 
COMPLAINTS, GROUNDS FoR—See Charges 
Unscriptural conduct, 341° 
Insolvency and fraud, 341 
Disseminating false doctrines, 341 
Abandoning work, 341 
- CONFERENCE, ANNUAL 
- Section on, 61-91 
-. Members of, 61 
President of, 66 
_ May elect president pro tem, 66 
' Blect secretary who is custodian of records, 89, 90 
Elect Sunday-school secretary, 229 
Elect delegates to General Conference, 42 
Blect and appoint district elders, 147 
Elect lay members of stationing committee, 13 
Vote on changes of Discipline, 72 
Admit preachers on trial, 68 
Term of probation, 68 
Admit. preachers into full membership, 68 
License and appoint evangelists, 184, 186 
Locate preachers, 82, 84, 75 
Superannuate preachers, 80 
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Make superannuate preachers effective, 80 
Place preachers on supernumerary list, 170 
Leave preacher without an appointment, 75 
Grant certificates of standing, 140 
Raise funds for church extension, 258 : 
Hear appeals from quarterly conferences, 393 
Women eligible as delegates to, 62 a 
Women may be admitted, 62 A 
Women may be ordained deacons, 62 
At adjournment conference year closes, 91 boi 
Has original jurisdiction in case of preachers, 69 
Has appellate jurisdiction in ease of local preachers, 
we! 69 ; 
’ Receives preachers from other denominations, 70 
Can not receive on ordination papers alone, 70, 71 
Conference, Canadian, 92 
‘CONFERENCE CLAIMANTS 
Who are, 247 
Collections for, 255, 256 , 
CONFERENCE, GENERAL : on 
Date of first, 42 
Organization and government, 42-52 
Members of, 42 
Quorum, 52 : mt 
President, 46 aa) 
Deliberations and division of the Bouse, 49 WANE 
Powers and restrictions, 44 
Hlects bishops and other officers, 45 ; io 
Blects members of executive committee, 45 
Blects publishing agent, 45 
Hlects members of missionary board, 218 
Hlects editors of official publications, 45 
Tries appeals, 393 ; 
Reviews decisions of bishops, 45 . $ 
Secretary, custodian of papers, 51 
CONFERENCE, QUARTERLY 
Section on, 95-111 : , 
Members of, 95 “x 
Quorum, 96 
Times and places of meeting, 101 
President of, 98, 99 
Seeretary of, 100 
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Duties of, 102, 103 
‘Not to be called irregularly, 101 
May adjourn, limitations, 110 
_ May hear complaints and try appeals, 104, 107 
May grant second arbitration, 102 
‘Hold camp-meetings, 102 
Grant and renew local preacher’s license, 102 
Grant evangelist’s"license, 102 
Recommend preachers and ies Seat to annual con- 
_ ference, 106 
Recommend local preachers for orders, 106 
Relation of preacher outside his conference, 95 
Grant to preachers certificate of standing, 108, 109 
Approve of bishop’s appointment of district elder, 102 
Special sessions, how called, 151 
Conference, Japan Mission, 94 
Conference, South Africa Mission, 93 


CREDENTIALS OF ORDINATION 
Section on, 211-216 
Can not be used in lieu of certificate of atemdings 211 
Forfeited, how restored, 214, 215, 361, 362 
Surrender of in case Of witharaaly 33, 212, 218 
Refusal to surrender, 213, 360 
From minister of another denomination, 70 
Loss of, how met, 216 


‘DEACONESSES 
Section on, 193-198 
Age and of good report, 194 
Calling, duties of, 193 
Members of quarterly conference, 112, 95, 198 
Shall report annually, 198 
Amenability, 198 
Garb of, 198 
Must pass examination, 197 
How recommended for license, 195, 196 
Licensed by annual conference, 196 
Permanent license, 197 
Spiritual qualification, 194 


‘DEacons 
When and how constituted, 176 


Women may be, 62 


148 . INDEX 
DELEGATES, ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Lay members of, 61 

Women eligible as, 62 

Lay representation on stationing committee, 73 
' Depositions, section on, 428 
Dismissing members by certificate, 23-31 
Disputes, settlement of by arbitration, 340 
Dissemination of false doctrine, 341 


District ELDERS 
Section on, 147-169 
How appointed, 147 
Duties of, 149, 150 
Term of office, 147 
Jurisdiction of, 154 
May be .traveling or stationed, 148 
Vacancy in office, how filled, 151 
Members of stationing committee, 152 
Preachers in charge of unsupplied circuits, 153 
Can not divide territory given him by annual confer- 
ence, 158 i 
Resignation, 159 
Call committee to suspend preacher, 155 
How supported, 157 
May hold official, circuit or society meetings, 155° 
May divide circuit, 156 
Division of conference, how effected, 45 
Division of the “house, 49 
Divorce and marriage of divorced persons, 320 
Divorced persons, preachers shall not officiate at mar- 
riage in certain cases, 320 
Hditors, how elected, 45 


EDUCATION 
Section on, 285-245 
Board of, 235-240 
Incorporation of board, 235 
Annual conference board, 241-245 
Duties of pastors concerning, 243 
Canada conferences to retain funds, 92 


EVANGELISTIC BOARDS 
General board, 272, 273 
Annual conference board, 274 


Te oe 
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EVANGELISTS 


Section on, 183,189 _ 

Licensed, 183, 184 

Course of study, 183 

Members of official: board, 112 

Members of quarterly conference, 183 
Employed as supplies, 185 

Preachers may be appointed, 186 

District elders may act as, 149 

Women admitted to. annual conference, 62 
General, elected by General Conference, 187, 188 


Evidence in church trials, 406-410 
Excusing preachers deficient in studies disapproved, 68 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


How constituted, 53, 54 

Members of, 53 

Quorum, 54 

Court of appeals, 56, 59 

President of, 55 

Fills vacancies in general conference offices, 57 
Is board of conference claimants, 246 
Decides questions of law, 57 g 

Settles disputes about boundaries, 57 
Authorizes formation of new conferences, 58 
Provides for bishops’ salaries, 57 

May elect assistant publishing agent, 57 

Is church extension society, 257 

Supervises publishing interests, 57 

Fixes certain salaries, 57 


‘EXHORTERS 


How licensed, 190 

Members of official board, 191 
Members of quarterly conference, 95 
Work, 192 


FUXPULSION—See Penalties 


Of members, 358 
Of local deacon or elder, 357 
Of member of annual conference, 356 
Restoration of expelled member, 363 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 





General missionary board, 218-225 
Woman’s missionary society, 218 
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Forms, blank, 429 
Forms of procedure, 364-390 


. General Conference—See Conference 
' GENERAL MISSIONARY BOARD 


Section on, 218-228 

Object of, 219 

How constituted, 218 

Directors of, duties, 221 

Secretary, 222 

Appropriations, 224 

General missions, 225 

Pastor’s duties respecting missions, 225 

Treasurer, 223 

Is board of charities, 269 

Shall meet annually, 220 

Moneys to be deposited, 228 
General Sunday-school secretary, 45 
‘Grace, means of, 291-302 


,ImMoraL Conduct, AccUSATION OF 


Traveling preachers, 326 
Local preachers, 334 
Lay members, 3388 
Form of charge, 429 
Inefficient traveling preachers may be located, 75 
Infant baptism, 305, 308, 309 
INVESTIGATION, PRELIMINARY 
Causes' for, 325 
Traveling preachers, 326-331 
Local preachers, 334-337 
Lay members, 3388, 339 
Committee, 328, 331 
ITINERANCY 
Bishops, 1381 
District elders, 147 
Traveling preachers, 76 
Japan Mission Conference, 94 
Judicial administration, 321-324 
Law 
Civil protects church authorities, 37 
Appeals from decisions on, 133, 136 
Constructions of by General Conference, 47 | 
Lay delegates to General Conference, 42 


‘ 
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Lay delegates to annual conference, 61. 
LAYMEN 

Members of executive committee, 53 

Members of General Conference, 42 

Members of annual conference, 61 

Members of stationing committee, 73 
Leaders, class—See Class Leaders 
LICENSES 

Local preachers, 172 

Evangelists, 183, 184 

Deaconesses, 196 

Exhorters, 190 

Forms for, 429 
LITERATURE 

Societies to be supplied with, 165 

Of Sunday-schools, how selected, 234 
Local preachers—See Preachers 
LOCATION OF PREACHERS 

By annual conference, 82-84 

For inefficiency, 75 

Certificate, form for, 429 
Lorp’s SUPPER 

Section on, 310-316 

To be received, 312 

Unfermented wine to be used, 316 

Proper persons to receive, 315 

To be administered by elders, 313 

Kneeling posture, 314 
MALADMINISTRATION P 

Receiving a member withdrawn under censure, 18 
MARRIAGE ; 

Section on, 317-320 

Who may perform ceremony, 3L7,) 818 

Forbidden to perform ceremony in certain cases, 320 
Means of grace, 291-3802 
Meeting, general quarterly to be held, 149, 150 
MEMBERS 

Reception of, 11-16 

To be received and dismissed by preacher, 3 

Received contrary to Discipline, 17 

Amenability and trial of, 369-376 

Restoration, 3868 
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MEMBERSHIP 
Obtained fraudulently: 19 
Of; local preachers, 178 ’ 
Transfer of by certificate, 23-31 
Minutes of quarterly conference to be approved, 111 Sees 
Mission, Japan Conference, 94 ae 
Mission, South Africa Conference, 93 
Missionary bishop, 45 
Missionary Board—See General Missionary Board 
Music 
Instrumental prohibited in churches, 294 
Sacred to be cultivated, 296 
New trial, remanding for a, 402-405 
OFFICIAL BOARD 
Section on, 112-122 
How constituted, 112 
President of, 114 
Duties of, 115 
Meetings of, 114 
Quorum, 113 
Secretary, 121 
Grant exhorter’s license, 118 
Restore membership, 119 
Appoint committee on salary, 120 
Consent to change of preachers, 117 
Call in district elder, 116 
Orphans of: preachers to be Supported, 247, 253 
Parchments—See Credentials of Ordination 
Pastors—See Preachers in Charge 
Pastoral term, 76, 77 
PENALTIES 
Reproof, 354, 356, 357, 358 
Putting on probation, censure, 358, 356, 357 
Suspension, 356, 357 
Expulsion, 354, 356, 357 : ; 
Probation as a penalty. not to exceed six months, 
358 
Those under must vacate offices, 359 
Those under must surrender credentials, 359° : 
Those under must not exercise official functions, oe ag 
PREACHERS IN CHARGE ; 
Section on, 160-169 
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es _ Defined, 160 
__. Junior preacher, 161 ; 
zy _ District elder preacher in charge when preacher who 
is appointed is not given pHoret. 162 
Duties of, 163-167 
Can not divide his circuit, 168 
: Resignation of, 169 
PREACHERS, Loca 
How licensed, 172, 173, 174 
-Members of class, 177 
Members of official board, 112 
_ Members of quarterly conference, 95, 180 
_—- -May be recommended to annual conference, 181 
Rights of ordained, 182 
Amenability, 176 
Eligibility to orders, 176 
SS May supply work, 179 
co Pastors to oversee, 179° 
me Trial of, 377-382 
Appeal of, 393 
Membership when supplying, 178 
Course of study for, 175 
_ PREACHERS, SUPERANNUATED—See Claimants 
Relation fixed by annual conference, 80, 171 
Members of annual conference, 81, 171 
_ How supported, 247~ 
_ Allowance for, 248 
Quarterly conference relation of, 81, 171 
Made effective by annual conference, 80 
PREACHERS, SUPERNU MERARY 
Relation fixed by annual conference, 80, 170 
Members of annual conference, 81, 170 
Quarterly conference, relation of, 81, 170 
_ PREACHERS, TRAVELING 
ihe - On trial, how received, 62-64 
et On trial, to attend annual conference, 63 
: On trial, how long continued, 68 
On trial, amenability of, 64 
In full membership, how admitted, 68 
‘ ; Stationing committee to fix appointments, 73 
esis, Amenability of, 69 
: ] How received from other churches, 70 
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' May be transferred, how, 138, 140 < < y 
Members of quarterly conference, 95 ; “S 
Members of official board, 112 — 

Preside at official meetings, 114 ; 

Receive and dismiss members, 3. - ne 

Chureh membership of, 69 ; 

May be appointed evangelists, 78, 186 

May be granted certificates of location, 82 . 

May be located without his consent, 75, 84 

May be readmitted on certificate of location, 84 

‘Call to preach, 129 ; 

Preside at circuit meeting, 123 

Preside at society meeting, 128 

Duty as to class leaders, 163 “o 

Give certificates of membership, 23-31 es 

_ Keep local preachers employed, 179 

Duty as to church property, 166 

Appointed without having charge of circuit, 79 

Trial of, 326-331, 883-390 

Appeal of, 393 

If restored must give satisfaction, 376 

President of annual or quarterly conference may refuse 

to entertain certain motions, 85 


PROBATION e 
Reception on, 4 : : ve 
Term of, 5, 6 ws 
Purpose of, 7 4 cj 
Members may be placed on as peanttay 358 “0 


PROBATIONERS 
How admitted to church, 4 i 2 as 
Rights of, 8, 9 . ih. 
How disposed of, 10 } 
How admitted to annual conference, 68 
How admitted to full membership, 68 

Public Worship—See Worship 

Publishing agent, 45 

Quarterly conference—See Conferences 

QUARTERLY MEETING 
Cireuit, 149, 150 
General, district elder to hold four annually, 149, 150 — 
General, quarterly conference to be held, 98 


\ 
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RECEPTION OF MEMBERS > 
On probation, 4 
Into full. membership, 11-19 
From other evangelical churches,, 16. 
_ RECOMMENDATIONS 
For exhorter’s license, 190 
For local preacher’s license, 173 
For deacon’s. orders, 176 
; . For elder’s orders, 176 
_ | For evangelist’s license, 183, 184. 
“Wor deaconess’ license, 195, 196 
‘Recording secretary of official board, 114, 121 
_ » -Reinstating members who withdrew, 35, 39, 41 


Resolutions of annual conference not law of church, Sea 


Restoration of credentials, 214, 215, 361, 362 
Restrictive rules, how altered, 44 
SACRAMENTS ‘ 
Baptism, 3038-309 
“Lord’s supper, 310-316 
_ SECRETARY 
Of General Conference, 51 
Of general missionary board, 45 
a Of board of education, 45 
_ ~~~ + €onference Sunday-school, duties of, 229, 230. 
‘Of annual conference, duties of, 51 
Of quarterly conference, duties of, 100 
Of circuit meeting, 123 
Of society meeting, 128 
- Of official board, election and duties of, 114, 121 
SINGING, CONGREGATIONAL 
Cultivation of sacred music enjoined, 296 
_ Free Methodist Hymnal to be used, 296 
Society MEETING 
_ Pastor is chairman, 128 
Pastor can. not vote, 128 
Directs trustees, 128 
Shall not vote on return of pastor, 128 
_ STATIONING Commrrrss 
: How chosen, 73 
President of, casting vote, 73 
Duties and limitations of, 75 
Who are eligible to act’on, 74 
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Substitute for district elder on, 73 F 
STEW ARDS ae 
Section on, 205-210 aA an é 
Number and ‘how elected, 205, 206 : 
Qualifications of, 205, 209 
Duties of, 207, 208, 210 
Members of official board, 95 
Members of quarterly conference, 112 
SuNbDAY ScHOOLS ~ v5 } 
Section on, 226-234 BLS) ae 
Duties of pastors concerning, 165 iG 
Superintendent member official board, 112 
Superintendent member quarterly conference, 95 URE 
SuNDAY SCHOOL Boarp : 
General board, 226-228 
Duties of general board, 227, 228 
Members of general board, 226 
Conference board, 229-231 
District board, 2382 
Local board, 238, 234 
SuNDAY SCHOOL LITERATURE _ 
Editor of, how elected, 45 We 
Supply for schools, 234 ; 
Sunpay ScHoot SECRETARY 
General, how elected, 45 
Conference, duties of, 229, 230 
Superannuated—See Preachers and Claimants 
Supernumerary—See Preachers 
SUPPLIES 
Traveling preachers ainploved as, 95 
Local preachers and evangelists engaged as, 178 
To transfer membership, 178 
Surrender of parchments, 360 
Suspension of traveling preacher, 356 
Suspension of local preacher, 357 
TEMPORAL ECONOMY 
Church property, 275-290 
Church and parsonage aid, 264-268 
The Free Methodist, editor of, how elected, 45 
TIME Limit 
For preachers, 76 
Exception to, 76 
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Not to be abolished by General Conference, 44 


For district elders, 147 


Tra NsrER——See Certificate 


Of church membership, 23- 31 
Of conference membership, 1388, 140 


Transubstantiation, doctrine unscriptural, 311 
TREASURER 


Of General Conference, election of, 45 
Of church funds, 45 


TRIALS, CHURCH 


Actionable cases, 341 ys 
Objects of, 321 

Privilege of, not to be abolished, 44 

By an impartial committee guaranteed, 323 

Order of, 372 

Of an accused member, 369-376 


“Who presides at trial of member, 167 


.Blection of committees for, 167, 351-3538 


Notification, 326 
Records to be kept, 364 
Probation for penalty, 358, 376 


Majority of committee competent to render verdict, 


368 
When under penalty must vacate offices, 359 
When under penalty must surrender eredentials, 359 


TRIALS oF LocAL PREACHERS, EVANGELISTS, DEACON- 


. ESSES, PREACHERS ON TRIAL 

Section on, 377-382 

By quarterly conference or commibees. 377 
Charges, 342-349 

Charges, clearly drawn and signed, 342, 343 
Charges furnished to the accused, 346 


Charges may be dismissed or amended, 347, 348 


Valid charges must be entertained, 344 
Presiding officer, 377 

Suspension of, 357 

Change of venue, 350 

Appeal of, 393 

Of probationers in annual conference, 379 


TRIAL OF TRAVELING PREACHERS 


Section on, 383-390 
Grounds of complaint, : 341 
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baka . Disciplinary labor with, 322 \ 
eet To be furnished with charges ten days weno: 326 
f A Annual conference has original jurisdiction over, 389 
May. be before committee appointed by conference, i 
383 
Right of appeal guaranteed, 44 
Appeal may be tried by executive committee, 56° 
- Secretary, appointment and duties of, 364, 383 
General directions, 365-368 ‘ 
Penalty suspended pending hearing of appeal, 390 
Shall not exercise ministerial office, 329, 390 may 
Form of bill of charges, 429 
its _ Order of conducting trial, 372 
Tada til Restoration of credentials, 361, 362 
HA Trials, new, section on, 402-405 
ote OF APPEALS 
Resale ral Wits General Conference, 303 
Cc ean Executive committee, 303 
Fase Annual conference, 303 
Benoa ccie Quarterly conference, 303 
i Who may not sit on appeal cases, 395 
General directions, 399 . 
| Verdicts of, allowable, 399 ra 
TRUSTEES—See Church Property 
Of General Conference, 290 
Of local churches, election, duties, 277-282 
"When members of official board, 285 y 
When ceasing to be members of the church, 286 . 
VACANCIES 
In executive coramnitee: how filled, 57 
In General Conference elective offices, 57 
In missionary board, how filled, 219 
Among district elders, how filled, 151, 159 
VOTING 
General Conference quorum, 52 
On changing restrictive rules, 44 
Secure division of house, 49 
President of stationing committee has casting vote, 73 ° 
Widows of preachers—See Conference Claimants 
Wine, unfermented for Lord’s Supper, 316 
WITHDRAWAL 
Of preachers, 39-41 
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Of members, to make application to pastors, 33, 36 
Church gives consent to withdrawal, 34, 37 
Member can not be pronounced withdrawn without 
his consent, 38 Z 

Restoration of membership, 38 
Certificate of withdrawal, 35 

WITNESSES 
Competency of, 411-416 
Examination of, 417-427 

WOMEN 

- May be delegates to annual and General Conference, 
50 

May be members of annual conference, 62 
As deaconesses, 193-198 
Members of general missionary board, 218 
May be ordained deacon, 62 

WORSHIP 
Sections on, 291-296 
Order of, 292, 293 
Singing a part of, 294-296 
Class meetings, 300, 301 
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